COMMUNITY EVENTS
May-June 2017
May 2, 5:30-6:30, Avenues to Wellness with Diane Smalley ‘Restful
Sleep’ at Willits Center for the Arts
May 4, 3-6pm, Farmers Market at
Rec Grove Park – and every Thursday (see page 4)
May 5, 5:30, SEIJ Alliance for Social,
meeting at Willits Hub (see page 9)
May 6, 12:30, Brown Bag Lunch at
Willits Hub (see page 1)
May 6, 12:30-4:30, Phoenix Rising
garden class (see page 5)
May 8, 6:30, WELL Coordinating
Committee at Willits Hub
May 11, 6:15 potluck, 7pm Grange
meeting
May 12, 3:30-7, Healthy Family FairKids Carnival at Baechtel Grove
Middle School (see page 7)
May 13, 9am, ERRP field trip & training volunteers meet at the Willits
Hub (see page 1 & 2)
May 13, 9:30am, Willits Walk for
Health, start at JD Redhouse (see
page 2)
May 20, 10am, ERRP volunteers
monitor creeks above Willits, meet
at the Willits Hub (see page 1 & 2)
May 20, 9am-1pm, Move to Amend
workshop with David Cobb at WCA
(see page 6)
May 27, 10am-noon, Herb Walk with
Beth Riedel, call 459-1810 or
beth@multitalents.net for info
May 28, 8-11am, Grange pancake
breakfast

Join The 1000 Sunflowers Project
Brown Bag Lunch—May 6
Looking for ways to
make a positive difference in our Willits community? Come to the
next ‘Brown Bag
Lunch’ at 12:30pm on
Saturday May 6th at the
Willits Hub (aka Environmental Center), 630
S. Main St., just south of
Mariposa Market.
At initial meetings
parti cipants brai nstormed many ideas for
Continued on page 2

WILLITS GOES WILD UPDATE
by Robin Leler
The campaign to raise one year of rent ($12,000) for the Hub and connect Mendocino County to the greater Eel River Watershed is going
gangbusters.
Public talks and field trips in wilderness, fish and aquatic life, regenerative cannabis, watershed restoration, and forest health were well attended, and we have an expanding network of citizen monitors, guides
and volunteers to grow these activities further.
We raised over $7000 so far! About $1000 came from crowd funding, over $4000 came in the form of checks and cash sent directly to the
Eel River Recovery Project (ERRP), and $2000 came from a single donor via the Mendocino Wildlife Association. Contributions large and
small may be sent to ERRP, 630 S. Main St., Willits, CA 95490.
With our rent goal more than halfway covered, Pat Higgins, the human whirlwind (director of ERRP), is already mapping out programs.
The first order of business is to staff the Hub one day per week, beginning Saturday, June 3, then expand to 2 or 3 days per week. Programs
fall into five parts:
1) Gateway to wilderness. We are uniquely situated as a jumping
off point for thousands of acres of National Forest and BLM lands, the
Continued on Page 2

Brown Bag Lunch -

Continued from Page 1

improving our community. New ideas are still welcome, but we’re also zeroing in on implementing actual projects. One example is growing 1,000 (or more)
sunflowers in Willits – all along Main St., at the freeway interchanges, and in front & backyards. Sunflowers add beauty and identity to Willits, and they’re also
pollinator-friendly!
Come add your thoughts & energy and find ways
you can get involved! (BYO lunch.)
The Brown Bag Lunch is sponsored by WELL
(Willits Economic Localization) and our partners at the
Hub.

Willits Goes Wild

- Continued from Page 1

Yolla Bollys, the Sinkyone/Lost Coast, and the wild and
scenic Eel River. Willits and The Hub could be a magnet
for wilderness adventures and eco-tourism, offering advice, maps, supplies and expertise. This overlaps nicely
with WELL's emphasis on economic development.
2) Watershed monitoring, of Outlet Creek and the
smaller creeks flowing into it. Citizen monitors can
adopt specific locales and be trained to collect relevant
data and monitor health. We expect to get kids of all
ages involved and take field trips to find salmon, steelhead, otter and beaver population. Monitoring will kick
off on the morning of Sunday, May 20 at 10am at the
Willits Hub, and the afternoon will be spent sampling
creeks above town. Wouldn't it be great to make Willits a
salmon friendly place?
3) School programs, modeled after the successful
programs in Round Valley schools, assessing watershed
health and helping design solutions.
4)
Field trips exploring forest and watershed
health. We've seen steelhead leap the waterfall on Elder
Creek, viewed successful restoration projects on Soda
Creek, walked federal lands that benefitted from cannabis
clean-up and observed how forest health is improved after controlled burns based on historical native practices.
5) Regenerative cannabis. ERRP already has programs to help the 60-80% of cannabis growers that want
to be good stewards. These programs include education
about: a) road design that encourages water saturation
instead of run-off, b) creating soil and encouraging mycorrhizal life with compost windrows, and c) water management practices that recharge soil moisture.
ERRP also assists Dr. Sarah Kupferberg, a researcher
affiliated with UC Berekely, with counting yellow-legged
frog eggs at the Benbow Inn on the South Fork Eel River
annually. Frog and turtle populations in the Eel River ba-

sin appear healthy where they are declining in the
rest of California.
On Saturday, May 13 the Willits Goes Wild van
will depart from in front of the Willits Hub shortly
after 9am and volunteers can get trained on how to
count frog eggs. Those joining the frog survey
from Willits will be treated to a picnic lunch and
can join in an ERRP Board meeting - held outside
to celebrate the spring - to talk about good things to
come this year, including at the Willits Hub.
See www.eelriverrecovery.org or follow ERRP
on Facebook for more. Call Robin if you want to
get involved or go on a field trip at 459-0155.

Dr Sarah Kupferberg showing ERRP volunteers some yellow-legged frog eggs

WHAT’S UP WITH MITIGATION?
Report from March 30 WELL Event
by Madge Strong
WELL and the Willits Hub were pleased to host staff members of
the Mendocino County Resource Conservation District (MCRCD)
on March 30th, to learn what is happening on 2,000 acres of Little
Lake Valley - part of the required mitigation for the Caltrans Bypass
Project.
About 30 audience members enjoyed an in-depth presentation by
Patricia Hickey, MCRCD Executive Director, Chris Bartow, project
manager, Joe Scriven, fish expert, and other staff.
The total project in the Valley includes:
Wetland creation areas - 60 acres
Wetland enhancement - 442 acres
Riparian corridors – 201 acres
Oak woodlands – 236 acres and
Managed grazing areas – 1,078 acres
Eventually MCRCD will become the owner and long-term manager of the entire project – after Caltrans contractors have met performance standards for their mitigation work. For now, MCRCD’s
responsibility is primarily the grazing management piece. They are
seeking to shift from a regime of ranching focused on food and fiber
production to one in which restoration of endangered species
(Semaphore grass and Baker’s Meadowfoam), education and cultural resources, flood control, and carbon sequestration are equal priorities. The goal, over a 10-20 year transition, is enhanced habitat
and biodiversity.
In addition to infrastructure upgrades – fencing, water troughs,
wells, improved stream channels – MCRCD is monitoring the ongoing results of grazing management. They find that under-grazing can
be just as damaging to the eco-system as over-grazing. Temporary
electric fences allow them to rotate and focus where grazing is beneficial. The cattle and manual methods help control invasive species;
no herbicides are used.
The power point presentation also illustrated over 100 species of
birds in the area and discussed ways that fish habitat can be protected and enhanced. They’ve already hauled out over 45 tons of
garbage and debris from the mitigation lands!
MCRCD was chosen for this work because of their experienced
staff and ability to work with all local ‘stake-holders’, including
ranchers, environmentalists, Native Americans, regulatory agencies,
etc. Their Board meetings, 9am-noon the 3rd Tuesday of each month
at 410 Jones St. Ste. C-3 in Ukiah, are open to the public. They also
have a Willits field office at 80 South Street. Contact them at 707462-3664.
We hope this very informative presentation will be the first of
periodic updates on the progress of mitigation in Little Lake Valley.

Photos by Chris Bartow

CCCs assisting in North Coast
Semaphore grass planting

MCRCD staff conducting stream
channel assessments

Cattle grazing on the project

CA LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
(excerpt from MEC news)
SB 49, authored by Senate President Pro Tempore Kevin de León
(D-Los Angeles) and Senator Henry Stern (D-Agoura Hills),
does the following:
• Makes current federal clean air, climate, clean water, worker
safety, and endangered species standards enforceable under
state law, even if the federal government rolls back and weakens those standards.
• Directs state environmental, public health, and worker safety
agencies to take all actions within their authorities to ensure
standards in effect and being enforced today continue to remain
in effect.
This bill ensures CA does not backslide as a result of rollbacks and damage done by the new regime in Washington DC.
The Preserve California legislative package also includes SB
50, the Public Lands Protection Act, and SB 51, the Whistleblower and Public Data Protection Act. “The bill package establishes strong and legally enforceable baseline protections...that
could be dramatically and recklessly weakened by the Trump
Administration,” according to Senate President Pro Tempore
Kevin de León. “Measures would also protect federal lands
within the State of California from sale to private developers for
the purpose of resource extraction; ensure federal employees are
not penalized under California law for whistle-blowing; and
shield public information and data resources from federal censorship or destruction.”
SB 49 is scheduled for hearing before the Senate Judiciary
Committee as we go to press.

Farmers Market
Moves Outdoors
by Michael Foley
Willits Farmers Market moves outdoors for the summer season on May
4th to its new location in Recreation
Grove Park. We'll be inside the park,
close to the shaded dining area, and we
expect lots of vendors as the summer
season kicks off.
The move was necessary because the
City continues to cut trees in Bud Snider
Park and will not be ready for us in time
for the summer market. We had hoped
to find a location downtown, where the
market could draw a new clientele while
attracting people downtown, a "winwin" for the city. But we were unable
to find a suitable spot.
Rec Grove Park provides plenty of
shade, and it's right next to the Library
and the County Museum. Families with
children at Willits Charter Elementary
School across the street will be welcomed to the park every Thursday by
the lively goings-on of a Farmers Market.
We'll continue to look at options for
next year that would put us downtown,
and we may return to City Park in
2018. But for now Rec Grove Park will
serve Willits Farmers Market well.

Farmers Market is open
every Thursday from 3 to 6 pm,
May through October.

GRANGE SCHOOL TRAINING
UNDERWAY
by Ruthie King
The Spring Adaptive Agriculture Practicum Training Program (AdAPT) has begun! Eight wonderfully diverse and passionate students have joined
our community, and we are hitting the ground running. Weekly field trips, daily lessons and tutorials,
as well as experiments and labs will all contribute
to their 14 weeks of learning, leading them to a future in food production. Students have varied interests including grain production for the purpose of
bread baking here in Mendocino, insect husbandry
as an alternate source of protein, orchard management, and more. Our next term starts mid-July with
applications due on May 24th.
For more info contact School of Adaptive Agriculture: (707) 841-1588 or adaptiveagriculture.org

Phoenix Rising Upcoming
Garden Classes
Dates: May 6, 12:30-4:30; June 3, 12:30-4:30; July
8, 10:30-2:30; Aug 5, 10:30-2:30
Location: West side of North St. between Redwood and
Pine Streets.
All classes are free but donations are gratefully accepted.
It has been a wet spring, so not much has been done in
the garden but the new greenhouse is full. Things are ready
to move to the garden as soon as I can get the
soil prepared, which is what we will be doing on the May 6
class: Weeding - Soil preparation - Bed shaping - and
Planting out Starts. We will also discuss the role of the
greenhouse - cold frames and garden design. All classes
will be based on what the garden needs and the seasons
dictate. Come to the class and take what you learn home to
apply to your garden.
The garden has been producing greens for the food
bank most of the winter and is still doing so. The gleaners
have been a great help by doing most of the harvesting.
Those plants are reaching the end of their cycle and will be
replaced from the greenhouse as soon as possible.
Some starts will be available to the public. Let me
know what you will need and when; prices will be about
20% less than local nursery prices.
When is the soil too wet to work? Take a handful of
soil and squeeze as tight as you can and then throw it down
hard. If it does not break apart - do not work it or walk on
it. You will do more damage than good.
For more info call Ron Woolsey at 489-5408 and leave
your name and number and when will be a good time to
call. Good Gardening and Happy Spring

ACTION NOT DESPAIR
Report by Madge Strong
This community forum on April 23rd lived up to
its title – drawing about 80 people across the spectrum of the public, and filling participants with a lot
of information, inspiration and ideas for action.
Starting at 3pm there were introductions to nine
topics by various presenters, who then led break-out
groups for a second hour, followed by reports back to
the whole group. The topic areas were: Environment;
Women’s Issues; Healthcare; Immigration; Native
Issues; Anti-Racism; LGBT Issues; Local Sustainability and Youth Issues.
It would be impossible to summarize here all the
insights and action ideas that came from this participatory process. Suffice it to say, we all agreed that
ongoing involvement and action will be needed!
Other themes included the need for seeking common
ground (listening and respecting other points of
view) and the need for taking care of ourselves
(breathe, have fun, get help, pace yourself!).
Several mentioned that, ironically, the election of
Donald Trump and the virtual corporate take-over of
the federal government have led to more resolve,
mutual support, and unity among the various ‘singleissue’ groups.
Following the forum, people enjoyed delicious
food from Zocolo Collective and spirit-filled music
from a variety of groups.
The Willits Hub was represented at a table with
WELL, Eel River Recovery Project, and the 1000
Sunflowers project providing information and giving
away over 80 sunflower starts. Many other groups
also had information tables.
To get info on follow-up actions, contact Annapurna at 707-616-6868 or annapurna@
commonvision.org.

MOVE TO AMEND WORKSHOP—May 20
By Margaret Koster
Move to Amend Mendocino is presenting a half day workshop on the Timeline of Personhood Rights and
Powers with David Cobb, who helped develop the timeline. Saturday, May 20, 9-1 at Willits Center for
the Arts, 71 East Commercial St., Willits.
The timeline is a graphic presentation of the history of court cases which, over time, have granted corporations increasing "rights," enabling them to grow in power and influence to the point where the voice of We
the People is overwhelmed by the voice of giant multinational corporations. Citizens United and more recent
cases are the culmination of this continuing history, not the beginning of it!
This is a unique opportunity as this in-depth presentation of the timeline is rarely available. Seeing the
step by step development of corporate power gives a solid factual grounding to make it clear that corporate
power is not just a legal problem, it is an issue fundamental to our basic political structure and the United
States Constitution. Understanding this history shows why a Constitutional Amendment is needed to legalize
democracy. (See the timeline on the Move to Amend website at https://movetoamend.org/timeline)
We hope you can join us for this important presentation! Free, with suggested donation of $20. Cosponsored by WELL Willits Economic Localization).
For info, contact Margaret Koster, Mendocino County Move to Amend at mkoster@pacific.net or 4595970.

The Now and Then Film Series
at the Grange presents:
SEED: The Untold Story
June 15th at 7pm
Little Lake Grange ~ 291 School St ~ Willits
Take action to save seeds, support organic and local farms, and
protect the environment.
As many irreplaceable seeds near extinction, SEED: The Untold Story reveals the harrowing and heartening story of passionate
seed keepers as they wage a David and Goliath battle against
chemical seed companies, defending a 12,000-year-food legacy.
SEED features Dr. Jane Goodall, Vandana Shiva, and Andrew
Kimbrell. The award-winning SEED comes from the filmmakers
behind Queen of the Sun: What are the Bees Telling Us? and The
Real Dirt on Farmer John.
Watch the trailer at: seedthemovie.com/trailer
Local seed savers and growers will be on hand to talk about how
you can help save our genetic plant diversity!
Your donation of $5 or more will be used to license more great
films this year - like "SEED: The untold Story." Come at 6:30 to
see our Trailers & Short films.
As usual, the Film Series serves heirloom organic popcorn with
real organic butter and Fair Trade chocolate.

KLLG 97.9
Willits Radio
Live broadcasts have now
been going for more than five
months. There are more programmers on the air every week. They
are looking for Members, Underwriters, and Volunteers.
459-5554 http://kllg.org/

HEALTHY MENDOCINO
June 24 Event
Healthy Mendocino is a Community
Health Improvement Plan & Project,
led by an alliance of the County, hospitals, clinics, North Coast Opportunities
and many other groups. The Healthy
Mendocino Project addresses five priorities: poverty, housing, mental
health, childhood obesity & family
wellness, and childhood trauma.
Clearly, these are important issues for
the health and economy of our county!
WELL is co-sponsoring a presentation by Healthy Mendocino Coordinator Patrice Mascolo and Project Manager Thaïs Mazur on June 24th so that
our community can learn more about
how to participate and support these
efforts. We will be seeking cosponsorship & participation from
groups such as Avenues to Wellness,
Kids Club, schools, public officials.
This event is planned for 10am to
Noon on June 24th at the Willits Hub.
For information, contact Traci Pellar at
357-5693 or tpellar@gmail.com.

UPDATE ON
EDFC & WOOL MILL PROJECT
Long-time EDFC (Economic Development & Finance Corporation) director John Kuhry is stepping down as of May 1st
to pursue the next step in his career. The non-profit EDFC,
promoting the economy in Lake & Mendocino Counties, is
seeking a new Executive Director.
Meanwhile, however, EDFC’s Direct Public Offering which successfully raised $350,000 last year to finance a new
wool mill in Ukiah – is moving forward. In fact Kuhry is
joining the EDFC Board to continue giving this project a
high priority.
Mendocino Wool & Fiber owner Matt Gilbert has completed the building and is now working to get all equipment
running, including meeting OSHA requirements. Limited operations are scheduled to begin in July. The first round of interest payments to investors who signed agreements in 2015
will go out this year. Any questions should be directed to
Diann Simmons at 234-5707 or diann@edfc.org.

CO-COM SUMMARIES
March 13, 2017
‘House-keeping’ items include: Hooking up a new (old) printer for our office; Using the calendar (and
eventually doing an on-line calendar) for scheduling use of the Hub; Continuing to renew past-due members;
Inviting Steve Hellman to be our new newsletter lay-out person.
It’s reported that Michael Foley is doing a series of interviews on KLLG radio about WELL and localization, including Madge on Mar. 20th.
Pat Higgins of ERRP is planning numerous events around the crowd-funding effort to support all our
groups at the Willits Hub. WELL’s main event is on Mar. 30 th about mitigation. See reports in this issue.
Amanda Senseman gave a report on the uncertainties and her plans for a more sustainable future for the
Brookside School Farm. This led to a lively discussion about growing sunflowers throughout Willits, to be
continued at the Brown Bag lunch on Mar. 25 and next CoCom.

April 14, 2017
We reluctantly accept Kristin Fraser’s resignation from the CoCom, with thanks for her service, and we
welcome newly-elected CoCom member Lyn Talkovsky.
We hear about Healthy Mendocino and decide to help organize a presentation in June. (See article.)
Margaret Koster of Move to Amend is planning a May 20 workshop on the timeline of corporate
‘rights’ (see article), and the CoCom decides to be a co-sponsor, which includes providing the required insurance coverage.
We agree to continue our Chamber of Commerce membership, and we encourage the CofC and its members to also become members of WELL.
We discuss more ideas on the 1,000 Sunflowers project, which will also be a major focus at the next Brown
Bag lunch on May 6th, as noted elsewhere in this issue. The CoCom approved up to $300 ‘seed money’ to get
the project underway as needed.
Several of us will participate in and have a Willits Hub table at the ‘Action Not Despair’ (April 23) community gathering in Willits, as well as attending other Earth/Science Day and Climate March events around
the county.
Crowd-Funding for the Hub has been partially successful; see update in this issue. We recommend a committee to explore improvements for the next time.
We hear brief reports about wildflower hikes by the Native Plant Society, and animal rescue activities and
volunteer training by the Mendo Wildlife Association.
Important items for discussion at upcoming CoCom meetings include:
Updating the WELL Website
Summer & beyond event planning, and
Making CoCom more effective & increasing volunteer participation.

Next CoCom meetings will be May 8th and June 12th, 6:30 at the Willits Hub.
WELL COORDINATING COMMITTEE
Paul Jacobson, 459-1418, 4paulj@gmail.com
Tim Rice, 456-1146, tim@multitalents.net
Laura Toomey Rowland, 354-3410, lauratoomey@comcast.net
Madge Strong, 459-1493,
mstrong@willitsonline.com
Lyn Talkovsky, 621-3215, lyn@twinberry.net.
There are still two vacant seats. If interested,
come to a meeting or call Madge at 459-1493.

SOLLV Morphs into SEIJ
by Kim Bancroft
Welcome to SEIJ (pronounced “sage”), the alliance for Social, Environmental and Indigenous Justice. We
are an outgrowth of Save Our Little Lake Valley, the group that worked to defend the wetlands, forests and
indigenous cultural resources in Little Lake Valley during the Caltrans Bypass project.
In 2017, activists continue in the Little Lake Valley to connect the destruction here with larger and ever
more pressing issues facing our society. SEIJ’s mission is to bring diverse people together educating, taking
action and building coalitions for environmental, economic, and social justice in and beyond Little Lake
Valley.
Some of the issues we are currently working on (as a group and in coalitions) include:
—Supporting local Tribes in their lawsuit against Caltrans for its desecration of ancestral sites.
—Promoting Native cultural rejuvenation, including the repatriation of Native artifacts found during the
Willits Bypass construction.
—Supporting other similar indigenous struggles, including several destructive new pipeline projects.
—Mitigation lands oversight, insuring ecologically sound planning and collaboration with local Tribes
on the 2,000 acres of Bypass mitigation lands.
—Protecting against the harmful use of herbicides in forests, in alliance with ACORN, a Mendocino
County group.
—Supporting regional ecosystems, working with the Pacific Alliance for Environmental and Indigenous
Action, a bioregional effort to protect the northern pacific coastal ecosystems.
SEIJ has meetings the first Friday of each month, 5:30pm, at the Willits Hub (former Environmental Center), 630 S. Main St.

June 2, 5:30, SEIJ meeting at Willits Hub

June 17, 10am-noon, Herb Walk
(see May 27 item)

June 3, 12:30, Brown Bag Lunch
at Willits Hub (see page 1)

June 24, 10am-noon, Healthy
Mendocino presentation at Willits
Hub (see page 7)

June 3, 12:30-4:30, Phoenix Rising
garden class (see page 5)
June 6, 5:30-6:30, Avenues to
Wellness, program TBA at WCA
June 8, 6:15 potluck, 7pm Grange
meeting
June 10, 11am-3:30pm, Creating &
Using Flower Essences workshop
with Beth Riedel, call 459-1810 or
beth@multitalents.net for info
June 12, 6:30, WELL Coordinating
Committee at Willits Hub
June 15, 7pm, Now & Then Film
‘SEED’ at LL Grange (see page 6)

June 25, 8-11am, Grange pancake
breakfast
June 30, 5pm, Hometown Celebration Downtown

Shop Local
Patronize Our Advertizers

Mission: To foster the creation of
a local, sustainable economy in
the Willits area by helping residents to learn valuable skills and
take action, and by partnering
with other organizations to share
knowledge and support projects
that build a thriving community.

Willits Economic Localization
WELL is 501(c)3 non-profit,
membership organization
Donations are tax-deductible

