Willits Economic Localization Newsletter

The WELL Bucket

Volume 11, Issue 5

Community Events

September & October 2016
Sept. 3, 10:30-12:30, Phoenix Rising gardening class, see page 10
Sept. 6-8, National Heirloom Expo at Sonoma Co. Fairgrounds, see page 4
Sept. 9, 2-5pm, Healthy Harvest workshop, see page 7
Sept. 11, 10:30am, Brunch at Grange
Farm School , see page 4
Sept. 12, 6:30, WELL Coordinating Committee, at our new office, 630 S. Main St .
Sept. 14, 6:30, Willits City Council (tentatively re: Main St. plans, housing element), see page 3
Sept. 14-18, Permaculture Convergence,
see page 8
Sept. 15, 7pm, Now & Then Film ‘Earth’,
see page 6
Sept. 18, 10-noon, ‘Art & Business of
Writing’, see page 8
Sept. 18, 1-3pm, ‘Fathers, Families & Relationships,’ see page 5
Sept. 18, 9am-3pm, Willits Airport Day
Sept. 18, 6pm potluck, 7pm Willits Environmental Center annual meeting, at
WEC
Sept. 25, 8-11am, Grange Pancake
Breakfast
Oct. 1, 10:30-12:30, Phoenix Rising gardening class, see page 10
Oct. 8-10, Norcoast Skill Share Gathering
in Eureka , see page 8
Oct. 11, 4pm, City Revit-ED Committee,
see page 3
Oct. 12, 6:30pm, Willits City Council (tentatively re: downtown streets & alleyways), see page 3
Oct. 15, 6pm on, Lasagna dinner & Harvest Dance with Pura Vida, at LL Grange
(a benefit for the Grange)
Continues on page 10
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WELL Moves to Main Street!
Both WELL and the Willits Environmental Center (WEC) are going through
a transformation. For a while, some thought the WEC was closing its doors at
630 S. Main Street (just south of Mariposa Market and Geodes & Gems), but
instead this lovely building is being reborn as a shared space for several environmental, social justice, and localization groups.
The groups planning to participate so far are the WEC, WELL, SOLLV, and
possibly the Eel River Recovery Project. There may still be room for another
like-minded organization. If interested, contact Ellen Drell at 459-2643.
A new name hasn’t yet been chosen. One idea is ‘Willits Eco Center’, referring to both Ecology and Economic Localization. Another is ‘The Willits Hub’
(not to be confused with the county Food Hub). All of the participants are enthusiastic about making this center a place where activists can meet, exchange
ideas, and be visible and accessible to the greater community.
Watch for an announcement of a grand opening event in the Fall!
In the meantime, folks are welcome to attend our next WELL Coordinating
Committee meeting at the center on Monday, Sept. 12th at 6:30.

Bypass Opening Events

It’s not news to anyone: the Bypass official opening ceremony will be Nov. 3rd
at 11 a.m. So far we don’t know who is invited, where it will take place, or what
is planned. It’s not clear if the Bypass will actually be open to through-traffic
that day or somewhat later. For better and/or worse, this is an historic new era
for Willits and the Valley.
The Willits Chamber of Commerce is also planning a farm-to-table style
$100 a plate dinner on the Bypass on Oct. 29th at 2pm. Some local farmers and
ranchers may be choosing not to participate in view of the impact the Bypass has
had on the Valley. However, tickets are going fast. Contact info@willits.org for
info or 459-7910 for info and to reserve.
In addition, plans are afoot for a unique ‘Walk, Ride & Run the Bypass’ event.
Pending approval from Caltrans, this event is tentatively scheduled for Sunday,
Oct. 30th, sponsored by the Willits Kids’ Club in partnership with the Health
& Human Services Agency Public Health and Nuestra Alianza as a fundraiser.
Sponsorship packets will be available soon. If you are interested in participating, check the Willits Kids Club website www.willitkidsclub.org or contact
new WHAT Walk coordinator Tina Tyler-O’Shea at 456-3827 or tylert@
co.mendocino.ca.us for further info.
Meanwhile, the Coyote Valley and Round Valley Tribes are continuing their
lawsuit and government-to-government consultations, to hold Caltrans accountable for and prevent further damage (during mitigation work) to native
sites. The lawsuit will, if successful, set new precedents so that such disregard
of Native heritage never happens again.
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Innovative Farm Looking for Kick-start
A small, self-sufficient, organic farm
has a big vision to share. PS Farms
right here in Willits is plotting to
change the world, one sustainable step
at a time.
Husband and wife team, Jonathan
Passow and Anna Sommers, are looking to kick-start their new off-grid,
10-acre farm into a micro-local example of how small farms can change
the world. Blending age-old practices,
like using mud to build cob housing,
with modern technology, like tapping solar for power, PS Farms is pioneering a contemporary approach to
sustainable living and farming. Now,
they’re inviting others to support
that mission with a GoFundMe campaign (www.gofundme.com/psfarms)
that launched in June, 2016 to raise
$45,000.
“We’ve been working toward this
moment our whole lives, and PS Farms
is our final frontier,” says Passow, referring to the veteran farmers’ goal of not
only feeding their new local community, but also serving as an education
hub on sustainable farming practices,
for local school children and college

interns. “The farm is about sharing a
larger vision with like-minded folks,
and a GoFundMe campaign is a natural way to involve supporters in this
movement from the very beginning.”

Jonathon and Anna installing
irrigation lines.
Passow and Sommers are not new
to the game of farming. This young
“dream team” already has decades of
combined experience and education
in sustainable farming, subsistence

living, product development and
more. The two brought their passion
and skills together back in Cleveland,
Ohio where they had a small plot in
the city’s oldest organic community
garden.
But Cleveland was not their promised land. They felt the tug and followed that pioneering spirit to California. Says Sommers, “We moved in
order to find a piece of land, and bring
our dream farm to life.”
PS Farms is starting as a basic kitchen garden, with plans to expand over
the next few years to include brambles, fruit and nut trees, livestock, and
grain. Their first focus will be raising
the rare chicken breed, French Copper Marans, to help them capture a
niche market for eggs. Next, they’ll
add hot pepper production, including
selling Jon’s proprietary strain to seed
distributors. Once the trees bear fruit,
the team will sell unique jams and jellies, along with excess fruit and vegetables, at the local farmers market.
To find out more email
brewerpassow@gmail.com
or call (216)644-8669.

Measure V Update

By Els Cooperrider, Campaign Coordinato
Measure V is the law!
County Counsel Katharine Elliott
said last week (August 26th) that
Measure V will be codified into the
county code and that no action by
Board of Supervisors is necessary.
The Measure V proponents will get a
certified copy of the law.
County Counsel is in a position to
defend V irrespective of the supervisors’ positions, because it was passed
by the people. She sees no need to respond to the MRC letter (dated July
6) sent to CEO Carmel Angelo
We are now in the midst of fire season, into the 5th year of a drought.
The New York Times and other pub-

lications have written articles recently
re the millions of dead and dying trees
in California. The Ukiah Daily Journal quotes experts and scientists in the
August 31 edition re millions of dead
and dying oaks due to Sudden Oak
Death disease: “Dead and dying trees
are exceptionally flammable, amplifying an already severe wildfire threat
after 5 years of drought.”
But here in Mendocino County the
timber industry is INTENTIONALLY killing over 1 million tan oaks per
year and leaving them standing, ready
for the next wildfire. In a few weeks,
if hack & squirt is continued, timber
companies will be in violation of the

law. In addition, they will be liable
for any death, injury, or property loss
incurred by wildfires spurred on by
their dead trees. In addition, MRC’s
“green” certification from the forest
Stewardship council will be at risk
since it requires MRC to abide by all
laws. All the risk is theirs.
The timber companies had 60 days
from passage of Measure V to contest
it. They did not do so and the time is
past.
Stay tuned.
Check out our website citizensforfiresafeforests.com or contact me at
elsbraal@gmail.com or 707-9376250.
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Friends of Outlet Creek Update
So far proposals to bring the asphalt plant into compliance by site owner Grist
Creek Aggregates, asphalt plant owner Mercer-Fraser, and hired advisor Trinity
Consulting are not adequately addressing air pollution issues, according to Bob
Scaglione of the County Air District. In addition, Bob says current aggregate
operations at the site are filling the canyon with dust and trucks are going too
fast.
Asphalt plant operations will not be permitted (again) until the Air District
signs off on a plan that adequately addresses air pollution emitted from various
parts of the asphalt plant equipment in addition to the smoke stack.
For more information contact Lyn at (707)621-3214, or visit
www.friendsofoutletcreek.com

Efficient Living Tour - Report
WELL’s first-ever “Efficient Living
Tour” on Aug. 20th was a resounding
success. The tour, organized by Paul
Jacobson, was inspiring, educational,
and fun.
About two dozen of us gathered
at the Willits Environmental Center
where we experienced a blower test
and presentation by Apperson Energy.
The blower test creates a slight vacuum to find out how much outside air
is coming in (or visa versa). The test –
a prerequisite for programs that help
fund efficiency improvements - found
the building to be extremely ‘leaky’,
meaning it wastes a good deal of energy trying to heat or cool it.
Jim Apperson explained that his
company can conduct this kind of test
for any home or business, along with

a comprehensive analysis of all the
potential ways to improve the problems, from simple to more costly (but
still cost-effective when considering
monthly utility bills). They will help
with all the paperwork to qualify for
PG&E, state and federal rebates and
loans and do follow-up tests.
If desired, they will also do the actual
upgrades, or the property owner can opt
to use any qualified contractors for the
work. Contact 485-5158 or www.appersonenergymanagement.com for more
info.
If desired, they will also do the actual
upgrades, or the property owner can opt
to use any qualified contractors for the
work. Contact 485-5158 or www.appersonenergymanagement.com for more
info.
Continues on page 5

Participants in the Efficient Living Tour gather at the
new WELL office to listen to Jim Apperson

City & Main Street
Happenings
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With the imminent completion of the
Bypass, the City (staff, residents, and
Council) have been working on plans
for the post-bypass future of our town.
As previously reported, two studies
have been underway simultaneously:
one for Main Street, with a priority
on the section north of Highway 20
that will be relinquished to the City;
the other for the streets and alleyways
surrounding downtown Main Street.
After several rounds of input from
residents and an initial review by City
Council, a recommended plan for
Main Street improvements will be
brought to the Council for approval,
probably at its Sept. 14th meeting.
The consultants and staff are continuing negotiations to integrate the
desired improvements into the work
Caltrans will be scheduling, probably
in summer of 2018.
The dove-tailed study of surrounding streets and alleys – to improve
and integrate pedestrian and traffic
circulation – has also received public
comment. A final plan is likely to be
brought to City Council for approval
Oct. 12th or 26th, laying out a series
of ‘shovel-ready’ projects for which
the city could seek grant funding.
Meanwhile, City planner Dusty
Duley and the City’s RevitalizationEconomic Development (Revit-ED)
Committee have been working with
Caltrans and the County on options
for signage to encourage tourists to
come into town off the Bypass. They
have also been developing a draft ordinance to address the problem of
long-vacant commercial buildings in
town. The next Revit-ED meeting is
Oct. 11th, 4 p.m. at City Hall. All are
welcome to attend.
Note: Dates are tentative; check with
planning@willitscity.com or call Dusty
at 459-7124 to confirm.
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Fall Herb Classes & Walks In Willits

by Beth Riedel
Herbs, Body Systems & Health: Ten Tuesday evenings 6:30-9 p.m., Sept. 27 - Nov. 29,
covering the body’s anatomy and the powerful ways herbs and foods affect health. These
classes can be taken as a series of all 10 for $285 (includes 1 herb walk) or as individual
evening classes, $40 each.
Natural Pet Care: Sat. October 8, 1-3:30 p.m., with a focus on cats and dogs. - their basic
needs and common ailments, discussing natural and herbal ways to improve your pets’
wellness and restoring their health from “dis-ease”. Cost $45 includes handouts.
Natural Eye Care: Sat. October 15, 1-3 p.m. Cost $45 includes handouts.
Making Skin Enhancing Products: Sat. November 5, 1-4 p.m., includes making creams,
salves & poultices and discussing foot baths, facial steams, masks, and eye washes. Cost
$60 includes samples & handouts.
Herb Walks: 10 a.m.–noon on Sat. Oct. 1, Sun. Oct. 16, Sun. Nov. 6, and Sat. Dec. 3.
Discover some of Mendocino County ‘s bounty on a guided tour of local edible and medicinal herbs and wildflowers.
Cost $25 each or two for $40.
For more information and to register, please call 459-1810 or emailbeth@multitalents.net.
Beth Riedel, AHG , NC , is a Professional Herbalist, Flower EssencePractitioner and
Nutritional Counselor, with a wealth of experience spanningover 25 years, and is a cofounder and past president of the Sonoma County Herb Association.

National Heirloom Expo,
Sept. 6-8 in Santa Rosa.
This is billed as ‘The World’s Pure
Food Fair’ and features the largest display of heirloom produce
(4,000 varieties!), amazing speakers (including Dr.Vandana Shiva
and 74 others), seed swaps, demo
gardens and much more.
Tickets available at the gate
Sonoma County Fairgrounds.

Find out more at
www.theheirloomexpo.com.

Farm School
Benefit Brunch
September 11th
The Grange School of Adaptive Agriculture (GSAA, formerly ‘Grange
Farm School’) is a modern-day farm
school that teaches important skills of
fruit and vegetable production, farm
accounting and animal husbandry to
new and aspiring farmers. Through
vocational workshops and its flagship program, an intensive fourteenweek, residential agriculture course,
the GSAA has gained a reputation
for being one the premier agriculture
schools in Northern California . As
the age of farmers in the U.S. averages above sixty years old it becomes
increasingly important to educate the
next generation of agrarians.
Anyone interested in learning
more about the school should consider attending the “First Annual Benefit
and Celebration Brunch.” This special
farm to table event will be at 10:30
a.m. on Sunday, September 11th. The
event is free to attend, though there
will be an inspirational request for
support given at the event. To RSVP,
please contact Tim Ward, Program
and Fundraising Director at: development@school-of-adaptive-agriculture.org, Cell: (831) 332-5131.
Tell them you saw their ad here!
And shop locally! Please patronize our
WELL advertisers.
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Continued from page 3

ing services to an estimated 75% of lowOur next stop was ‘Lucky Monkey Ranch’ works.com for more info.
– a beautiful off-grid homestead built
We proceeded to lunch, sitting in the moderate income households in the city.
about six years ago with state-of-the-art shade of the arbor at the St. Francis of the Their current HELP program is focused
energy and water saving design. Among Redwoods Episcopal Church. The gour- on Ft. Bragg.
the features is the hot water heating sys- met food was all provided by volunteers: REDI is itself a model of retrofitting an
tem: in winter
thanks to Laura, older residential building. Among the
water is pre-heatKristin,
Kim- many energy features are solar tube lighted in pipes in the
bal,
Marlana, ing, insulated window panels, and rooftop
massive masonry
Beth, Freddie, solar panels. Because they are grid-tied,
fireplace chimApril, Melinda, they have only minimal batteries in the
ney that also
and Madge. Bill event of an outage. The solar electricity
heats the main
Bruneau then also trickle-charges two all electric cars.
room; in sumpointed out the For more info, check their website, www.
mer water is preimpressive fea- redinet.org. of an outage. The solar elecheated by rooftures of the straw tricity also trickle-charges two all electric
Michael Burgess pointing out design features
top solar; then
bale structure, cars. For more info, check their website,
of their Lucky Monkey home.
‘topped off ’ with
which amounts www.redinet.org.
a tankless heater. The owners, Mike and to R-60 insulation, keeping the church
Lila, also described their mud & laundry warm in cold weather and cool
room that serves as an airlock to keep cold on hot days, as well as providing
air out in the winter. There are so many effective sound-proofing. Stucother fascinating features – water system, coed straw bale is also extremely
lighting, appliances, etc. – that we don’t durable and fire-proof. Bill noted
have space to cover here!
that almost all the bales in the
Third stop was DripWorks, where we walls were placed in one weekenjoyed the lush demonstration garden end ‘barn-raising’ by about 50
We savored a gourmet lunch in the shade at the
St. Francis of the Redwoods Church.
that displays many different types of drip local volunteers.
and other low-water use irrigation sysThe final stop was just a short
tems. Call 522-3747 or check www.drip- walk to the home-office of REDI (the Renewable Energy Development Institute) on W. Commercial St. There
Keith Rutledge described some of
the history of energy innovation in
Willits, including a decade of hosting electric vehicle fairs that drew
people from far and wide. REDI is
a grant-funded non-profit organization promoting energy efficiency
through education and connecting
people to funding resources. For six
years they led a home energy link
The group enjoyed lush gardens while learning
Techies appreciated the details of gridprogram (HELP) in Willits, providabout water-saving systems at Dripworks.
tied solar electric system at REDI.

Fathers, Families, and the Art of Relationships, Sept. 18

This event on Sept. 18, 1-3pm at the Willits Center for the Arts, will delve inside the heart and soul of two long-time
artistic visionaries - writer Jed Diamond and painter Cynda Valle. Jed and Cynda will talk about the artist’s way and how
their family histories and personal journeys have influenced their art. You’ll be able to see their art in action, ask questions,
and be inspired to actualize your own artistic dreams and visions.
Also ‘Just Enough’ (Kate Black, Helen Falandes & Clancy Rash) will share wonderful music for your listening enjoyment.
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Willits Hometown Radio
on the Air
KLLG~97.9—Willits new low-power
FM radio station—is now on the air, in
test mode, as we build our studios at the
Grange and tune our signal and track
its reach. And we’re reaching loud and
clear across 95490. As soon as our studios are built, sometime next month, we
shall be able to broadcast live-programming produced by our local sisters and
brothers.
But we need your help now. We need
your support based on your belief that
our goals are congruent. We need your
participation, either as a programmer or
as a member or underwriter, or as an occasional volunteer. We who are putting
KLLG together would love to see every
WELL member who can become a supporting member of KLLG.
WELL could have a monthly or bimonthly show, highlighting, sharing the
work you’re doing for our community. I
know there are WELL members right
now who could create an engaging,
valuable program.
KLLG wants to become a hub of information that our citizens can use for
their community work, a nervous system in time of emergencies, a discussion
forum for important community decisions. And we know that will happen if
WELL and KLLG work together.
Hush! Tell everyone. Our Grand
Opening fundraising event is Oct
22, tentatively 4pm BBQ, 7pm dance
with the Dirt Floor Band, at Willits
Center for the Arts. More news on
that soon. For now, help us complete
our studios by becoming a member
today.
Check out our website: KLLG.ORG,
or leave a message 459-KLLG (5554).
Or stop by our studios (3/4 built) at Rm
10, Little Lake Grange—for a tour.
For all of us on the KLLG Core Team,
Lanny Cotler
General Manager

EARTH contains a tantalizing taste of the fermentation transformation and
pleasures of chocolate, wine, beer, cheese and a tour of international countries
and experts on the conversion of these foods from their original raw state to the
sublime!
Explored through the lenses of the four natural elements - fire, water, air and
earth - COOKED is an enlightening and compelling look at the evolution of
what food means to us through the history of food preparation and its universal
ability to connect us. We are urged to return to the kitchen - reclaim our lost traditions - and to forge a deeper, more meaningful connection to the ingredients
and cooking techniques that we use to nourish ourselves.
Come at 6:30 to see our Trailers & Short films.
Serving heirloom organic popcorn with real organic butter and Fair Trade
chocolate as well as tastes of other delightful ferments!
For more info, contact Annie at 459-6362.
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Healthy Harvest Workshop

by Holly Madrigal
Success With Excess! Now is the time to seize the harvest and fill your pantry
with the garden’s bounty. The coming Fall issue of Word of Mouth shows how to
home brine olives. (As noted in the previous WELL Bucket, Word of Mouth is
a new quarterly magazine for local and tourist food-lovers; its 2nd issue is being
published Sept. 1st.)
What if you want to preserve Tomatoes, Zucchini, and Apples? Pickles, sauces and jams are within your reach. Join the Healthy Harvest September Workshop Friday, September 9th, 2-5pm at the Willits Little Lake Grange Kitchen.
Attendees will learn how to make the following items, cost $25.
Apple Pie Jam: You may have seen apples starting to pop up at local farmers
markets. We’ll be highlighting them with this popular recipe, which has all the
flavor of apple pie in a chunky, spreadable jam. It’s perfect for topping a bowl of
oatmeal or swirling into plain yogurt.
Zoodles (fresh zucchini noodles) with fresh Tomato Sauce: If you haven’t
made zoodles yet, you’ve got to try it! We’ll use spiralizers to make spaghetti
noodles out summer squash and then top them with a bright, fresh tomato
sauce made with rainbow cherry tomatoes from Black Dog Farm.
Caponata: This traditional Italian condiment uses tomatoes and eggplant
to make a luscious sauce that can be used for bruschetta topping, a dip for vegetables or as a sauce for pasta.
Sounds delicious, right? To register, contact April Cunningham at
acunningham@ncoinc.org or call 707-467-3212.

WELL Coordinating Committee 2016
Kristin Fraser 459-9040

office@well95490

Paul Jacobson 459-1418

4paulj@gmail.com

Tim Rice 456-1146

tim@multitalents.net

Laura Toomey Rowland 354-3410
lauratoomey@comcast.net
Madge Strong 459-1493
mstrong@willitsonline.com
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Election on Nov. 8th

Proposition Party on Oct. 22
There are many important issues and
races on the Nov. 8th general election, including a total of 21 ballot
measures: 17 state propositions and
4 in Mendocino County . Two of
the County measures are competing
approaches to regulating and taxing
Cannabis activities in the unincorporated areas. To help voters navigate
this flood of ballot measures, the Willits Environmental Center is hosting a ‘proposition party’ on Oct. 22,
2-5pm, at 630 S. Main St . Come
to get informed and contribute your
opinions! (For info, contact David
Drell at 459-2643.)
In the City of Willits , five candidates are competing for three
seats: incumbents Bruce Burton and
Madge Strong along with challengers
Bill Barksdale, Jerry Gonzales, and
Saprina Rodriguez. (Holly Madrigal
is not running for re-election; incumbents Ron Orenstein and Larry
Stranske have two more years on their
terms.) There will likely be some local
forums on candidates, in addition to
coverage in our newspapers and on
the radio. Watch for schedules.
Sample ballots will be mailed starting Sept. 29th, while vote-by-mail ballots will be sent on Oct. 10th. The last
day to register to vote is Oct. 24th.

WELL CoCom Summary of July 25, 2016
Moving the Office: We are all enthusiastic about moving to ‘The Willits
Hub’ (former WEC) - a place where
environmental, justice, and localization activists can meet, exchange ideas,
and be visible in the community. We
reviewed and approved the one-year
rental agreement, effective Sept. 1st,
with a move-in date tentatively Aug.
28th. We hope to have a grand opening
event in the Fall.
New data manager: Two people ex-

pressed interest, and we felt that Emily
Rose Smith would be an excellent ‘fit’
for the position of replacing Kristin
(but fortunately Kristin will continue
on the CoCom). They will work out
the transition.
Efficiency Tour: Many of the details
were worked out and tasks divied up.
Future Programs: We’re still considering a non-profit “fair”; however, the
grand opening of the Hub will likely
be our main event in Fall, deferring

the “fair” to early 2017. We do need to
have CC member election in Fall.
Sept-Oct. Newsletter: We discussed
a few of the items to cover.
Next meeting: Sept. 12th at the new
office, 630 S. Main St. All are welcome
to attend. Agenda items may include
grants or Pay-it-Forward loans to several local enterprises, a YTD finance
and membership report, and setting a
date for an Oct. CoCom meeting.
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Northcoast Skill
Share Gathering
Oct. 8-10
By Larry Goldberg
In addition to the late July ‘Not So
Simple Living Fair’ in Boonville and
the Sept. 14—18 Resilient Communities-Permaculture
Convergence
at the Solar Living Center (see separate article), there will be yet another
Northern California event of interest
to localization and building resilience
– this one to be held in Eureka.
From October 8th—10th, a coalition of groups on the Northcoast are
going to stage our 2nd Northcoast Intercultural Skill Share Gathering that
will bring together the Permaculture,
Homesteading and Tribal communities of the Northcoast to share our
wisdom and experience in “sustainable living skills.” Last year we offered over 40 workshops in a two-day
weekend. This year we have moved to
a 3-day holiday weekend (Columbus
Day, rebranded as “Indigenous Peoples’ Day”).
This event has the active participation of representatives of the Yurok,
Hupa, Wiyot and Pomo peoples who
are sharing ancient wisdom including
redwood canoe carving techniques
& demonstration, acorn grinding &
preparation, net making, wild food
& medicinal foraging and other useful skills. If any of you have unique
skills in Permaculture, Homesteading
or Tribal knowledge, we are seeking
workshop presenters.
I hope some of you can attend this
event - it’s going to be amazing and we
would love to show you our “Humboldt Hospitality” at harvest time!
Contact larry@northcoastca.org
for more info.
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PERMACULTURE CONVERGENCE, Sept. 14-18
The North American Permaculture and Building Resilient Communities Convergence is happening Sept. 14-18 at the Solar Living Institute in Hopland
CA. The Convergence will bring together an estimated 1000 people, including
permaculture designers, social and environmental justice activists, community
organizers, educators, speakers, individuals and organizations from not only
Northern California, but the greater United States , Canada , Mexico , and Caribbean .
You can find more about the Convergence, including how to purchase tickets, at http.//permacultureconvergence.com.
This year’s theme, Building Bridges, will focus on courageous conversations
between diverse communities, movements, projects, and concepts and will include 100+ presenters, 7 stages, more than 10 tracks, 60+ workshops, panel discussions and breakout sessions.
We are excited to be working with Transition U.S. staff and leaders to cocreate a series of workshops geared toward this movement. The offerings include
workshops about emergency preparedness, Transition Cafe, an overview of the
Transition Movement; and a workshop about the power of collaboration, including collaborations with local governments, a neighborhood relations panel
and multiple workshops about food justice and equity. You can go to the Convergence for just one day or for multiple days - either way, we hope to see you
there.
The NorCal Community Resilience Network is a major player at the Convergence. It has been a few years in the making, helping to build capacity for
Transition groups and broadening the movement in solidarity with allied organizations to build resilient communities together. We have finally launched
our website at http.//norcalresilience.org which will help leaders and groups to
collaborate, share best practices and map out the movement. Stay tuned during
and after the Convergence for more ways to get plugged in and involved with
this exciting effort!
Thanks again everyone for all that you do to build a healthier, more resilient
and equitable world!
- by Susan Silber, co-Manager, North American Permaculture and Building Resilient Communities Convergence and Larry Goldberg [larry@northcoastca.
org]

The Art & Business of Writing

Jed Diamond, LCSW, Ph.D.
This workshop, will take prospective writers ‘from conception to bankable royalties,’ according to workshop leader Jed Diamond. It will be held Sunday, September 18, 10 to 12 noon, at Willits Center for the Arts.
Anybody who has ever wanted to write a book, authors who would like have
more fun and make more money, and entrepreneurs who want to better understand how to use the internet and social media are all encouraged to attend. The
workshop cost is $10. All those attending will get a free copy of one of Jed’s books.
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and Bodywork

Clancy Rash, CMT
Certified Massage Therapist
* Swedish/Deep Tissue
* Trigger Point
* Craniosacral Therapy
* Polarity Therapy

Coast Hardware True Value
• Paint and Sundries
• Hardware
• Tools
• Sporting Goods

• Plumbing
• Electrical
• Housewares
• Lawn & Garden

101 E Barbara Lane, Willits, CA 95490
(707) 459-2201 Next to Safeway
Bring this ad in for 10% off your purchase

Marc Komer

Legal Document Assistant
An Affordable Non-Attorney Service
Divorce, Living Trusts,
Evictions, Probate, Incorporation,
Name Change, etc.

www.mendolegaldocs.com

459-2775

104 W. Mendocino, Willits

Mariposa Natural Foods
dba Mariposa Market
500 S. Main St, Willits, CA 95490

Organic
& Natural Foods
Mary Anne Trevey

707 • 459-9630
Fax: 707 • 459-1238

9-7 M-F / 9-6 Sat / 11-5:30 Sun

Bountiful Gardens
Heirloom, Untreated, Open-Pollinated Seeds for Sustainable Growing
A Project of Ecology Action

Mail-order seeds, tools, books, DVDs, and supplies.
All of our seeds are open-pollinated, non-GMO, seed-saver-friendly.
Vegetables
Grains
Compost Crops
Fiber Plants
Animal Food Crops

Perennial Vegetables
Herbs, Medicinal and Culinary
Oil Crops (and Oil Press)
Edible Flowers and Nectar Flowers

We are in the Evergreen Shopping Center next to the laundromat M-F, 9-4

www.bountifulgardens.org

707-459-6410

Equipping gardeners for self-reliance since 1982
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THE WELL BUCKET

Community Events

September & October 2016
Continued from page 1
Oct. 20, 7pm, Now & Then Film TBA
Oct. 22, 4pm BBQ, 7pm dance, KLLG Celebration at WCA, see page 6
Oct. 22, 2-5pm, Forum on ballot measures at WEC, see page 7
Oct. 23, 8-11am, Grange Pancake
Breakfast
Oct. 25, last day to register to vote
Oct. 29, 2pm, Chamber of Commerce
dinner on the Bypass, see page 1
Oct. 29, Halloween Dance with Hot Buttered Rum, at LL Grange, benefit for the
Grange Farm School
Oct. 30, time TBA, ‘Walk, Ride, Run the
Bypass’, see page 1
Nov. 3, 11am, Bypass Opening Ceremony,
see page 1
Nov. 8, Election Day, see page 7

Phoenix Rising
Gardening Classes

Don’t miss the last two classes of
2016. We will be looking at Summer
Pruning, Winter Gardening, and
Cover Crops
Dates: Sept. 3 and Oct 1
Class time: 12:30 till 4:30
Location: the west side of North St.
between Redwood and Pine in Willits CA
New: When we start up in February
I will be offering two apprenticeship
positions. These students will share
in all aspects of the garden from its
abundance to the responsibilities. If
interested call for more info:
For more info, call Ron Woolsey at
707-489-5408

WHAT IS WELL?
Willits Economic Localization
Vision: An enduring local
economy that provides
health and security for
our community.

Mission: To foster the creation of a local,
sustainable economy in the Willits area
by helping residents to learn valuable
skills and take action, and by partnering with other organizations to share
knowledge and support projects that
build a thriving community.

Willits Economic Localization
WELL is 501(c)3 non-profit,
membership organization
Donations are tax-deductible

WELL Email: office@well95490.org • Website: well95490.org • Phone: (707) 459-1493

Willits Economic Localization
P.O. Box 42, Willits, CA 95490
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