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The WELL Bucket
Vo l u m e 9, I s s u e 5

Schedule of Events

September & October
Sept. 6, 1-3pm, Maker/Inventor
group at Wowser, 330 E. Commercial St., see page 7.
Sept. 6, 1-9pm - Harvest Moon
celebration at Solar Living Institute in Hopland. Info: contact SLI
at (707) 472-2450.
Sept. 10, 6:30pm – Willits City
Council: agenda likely to include
water rates and medical marijuana
dispensaries. Meetings are every
2nd & 4th Wednesdays.
Sept. 14, Grange picnic, see page 6
Sept. 15, 6:30, WELL Coordinating Committee, see page 7
Sept. 18, 7pm – Now & Then film:
“Food for Change” at LL Grange,
see page 5.

S e p t e m b e r/O c t o b e r, 2 014

WELL 10th Anniversary • Oct. 16, 6:30!

Background:

WELL will turn 10 years old this
October. It all got rolling when Jason Bradford and his family chose
Willits as their new home, in part

People in the Willits area were eager to work on the
solutions to global issues by acting locally. Indeed
many had already been doing so for years, but now
they were coming together with group energy.
because of its location and natural
resources, and in part because it
was already a spawning ground for
innovative thinkers and doers (not
just salmon).
He started with showings of
the film “End of Suburbia”— an

Sept. 20, Grange Farm School
open house/ work day; also every
Wednesday, see page 6.

Sept. 21, 4pm – Town Hall Candidates Forum at Willits City Council
Chambers, see page 1.

Two Candidates Forums in Willits:
Both

forums have invited the two candidates for
County Board of Supervisors District 3 – Holly Madrigal and Tom Woodhouse – and the three candidates
for Willits City Council – Robin Leler, Ron Orenstein,
and Larry Stranske (for two positions). Winning candidates will serve a 4-year term.

Holly Madrigal

Sept. 21, 4pm – Town Hall Candidates Forum at Willits City Council Chambers. Each of the five candidates
will speak for 5-7 minutes and then be available for
questions and comments from the audience in Town
Hall fashion. This is a good time to see what your candidates stand for and ask your own questions. “We are
fortunate to have candidates of such high quality willing
to do the business of managing our city and county,”
says organizer Carlin Diamond. Info at 459-4850.

Sept. 28, 8-11am, Grange pancake breakfast, see page 5.
Oct. 2, 7pm – Candidates Forum
at Willits Community Center, 111
E. Commercial St. Info at 4594110, see page 1.
Oct. 3, 7pm–Community Rights
“Road Show” with speaker Paul
Cienfuegos and other guests, at
Little Lake Grange, see page 4.

Continued on page 8

and more people showed up. Those
who had already seen the film began
organizing working groups – food,
energy, water, housing, transportation, social structures.
Jason’s ideas met with fertile soil:
Continued on page 2

ELECTION NOV. 4TH Register to Vote & Vote!

Sept. 20, Open house at Phoenix
Rising Garden, see page 6.
Sept. 21, 10am-2pm – Garden
class at Phoenix Rising garden,
see page 6.

eye-opener that predicted we
would need major changes in light
of peak oil and other global challenges. Each month the film was shown,

Tom Woodhouse

Your vote
DOES make
a difference!

Oct. 2, 7pm - Candidates Forum / Debate at the Willits
Community Center sponsored by Willits Environmental
Center and other groups, with a focus on environmental issues but all issues are welcome. Info at 459-4110.

A few years ago,
a candidate for
City Council won
by only 3 votes!
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WELL 10th Anniversary
continued from page 1

people in the Willits area were eager
to work on the solutions to global issues by acting locally. Indeed many
had already been doing so for years,
but now they were coming together
with group energy.
Eventually (not without some
growing pains), the group called
itself Willits Economic Localization
(WELL) and later became a 501c3
non-profit organization with an
elected board, the Coordinating
Committee (CC), to oversee the
various activities. For several years,
with grant funding, WELL had a
staff and office.
Many guest speakers came to
Willits from near and far, often
drawing audiences of over 200.
Two regional conferences were
held here to stimulate localization
efforts in other communities. WELL
became, in part, the model for the
Transition Town movement that
now has spread across the world.
The idea was, and still is, that localization – more self-sufficient communities – is the solution to the
unsustainable globalized economy.

WELL’s Bike Show, June 2013

Celebrating!

We plan to commemorate the
10th Anniversary on Thurs., Oct.
16th, with a showing of excerpts of
End of Suburbia and Escape from
Suburbia (featuring Willits), a brief
WELL power point, and displays of
archival articles and photos.
We also plan to have short presentations of some of the success
stories of the past ten years, such
as the Grateful Gleaners, Now &
Then Films, Local First, new local
gardens, Grange grains & kitchen, Wowser, WHAT walks, health
initiatives, Town Halls, solarization

projects, Community Rights Network, and many more. While many
of these are independent of WELL,
we often have or still play a role
by participating, publicizing, serving as fiscal or insurance sponsors,
and/or providing seed grants.
On Thursday, Oct. 16th we will
definitely have a cake, and we invite
the community and special guests
to celebrate - where we’ve been
and where we’re headed. Come
and enjoy this momentous anniversary! Lend your energy and ideas to
launch the next 10 years!

WELL’s Business Fair held in November 2013
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Report from the WELL-NCO Garden Tour
“Remembering

the

Garden”

was the 8th annual tour of community gardens in and around
Willits, held on Saturday, August
23rd from 10:00am to 4:30pm.
About 35-40 participants visited
the six gardens on the tour, also enjoying lunch, dessert, and a raffle
of an overflowing basket of garden
produce. (The raffle winners, Devi
& Mac, shared the bounty with others on the tour!)

The six gardens and contact
information are:
• Willits Elementary Charter
School, Becky Button,
510-306-3400

The Grange Farm School at Ridgewood Ranch

Brooktrails CG

• Grange Farm School at
Ridgewood Ranch,
Antonia Partridge, 272-1395
• WISC Community Garden,
Paul Jacobson, 4paulj@gmail.com
• Brookside School Farm,
Amanda Senseman, 841-0197
or Lucas Howerter,
lucas.howerter@gmail.com
• Phoenix Rising (on North St.),
Ron Woolsey, woolseyron@
yahoo.com or 489-5408

Phoenix Rising Sculpture

Brookside School Farm

• Brooktrails Community Garden,
Freddie Long, longfreddie@
gmail.com or 459-5267
There were gems to admire
at each place, while also learning tips and being inspired for
our own backyard gardening.
This event was cosponsored by
Willits Economic Localization (WELL)
and North Coast Opportunities
(NCO). Some participants added a
membership or donation to WELL,
but otherwise all the proceeds (nearly $400) were allocated to support
the paid staff at the Farm School and
Brookside School farm.
To find out more go to page 6 and
see,“More on Community Gardens.”

Lunch at the WISC Community Garden.
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Community Rights Ordinance:

Yes on Measure S — October 3 Event in Willits
After

the very successful drive to
collect over 6,400 signatures, the
Community Rights Network of
Mendocino County is now in campaign mode. The Board of Supervisors agreed to place the initiative
measure on the ballot and deferred
action on their own fracking moratorium measure until after the Nov.
4th election.
At a mid-August potluck & planning meeting, about 30 people
formed working groups for the
Yes on “S” campaign. It will include letters-to-editors, literature,
media (website, facebook, etc.),
tabling and maybe door-to-door.
Contact Kelly Larson at solarkelly@
gmail.com or go to www.facebook.
com/pages/Community-Rights-Network-of-Mendocino-County to plug
into a local working group.
Willits will be one stop on the Mendocino County Community Rights
Roadshow. Paul Cienfuegos will be
the featured speaker, along with

other special guests. The Willits
event is Friday, Oct. 3rd, 7pm at Little Lake Grange.

Excerpt of Argument for
Yes on Measure S:
Measure S establishes a Community Bill of Rights for the people
of Mendocino County, built on the
right to local community self-governance, in order to exercise and
secure our unalienable right to protect our health, safety and well being. These rights include the right
to live in a healthy and safe ecosystem and the right to protect local
water from harm caused by unconventional gas extraction. In order
to uphold and protect those rights,
this initiative bans all fracking related activities within the County, including the transportation of fracking fluids and the use of local water
for fracking.  
Our nation was founded on the
concept that government is insti-

Caltrans Bypass – Update (August 30, 2014)
The roller-coaster of the Bypass
saga continues…
In late June the Army Corps of
Engineers suspended Caltrans’
permit due to serious violations and
delays. Three weeks later, after an
“intervention” by our Congressman Jared Huffman and his predecessor Mike Thompson, the Corps
reinstated the permit, with some
vague promises from Caltrans to
reduce impacts and speed up mitigation efforts. Caltrans spokesman
Phil Frisbee said the temporary
suspension could cause a one-year
delay on the project.
Meanwhile, the Willits Environ-

mental Center and Keep the Code
had filed a lawsuit challenging
the County’s approval of excavating the old Apache Mill site (now

On Aug. 20 th, the court
granted a temporary
restraining order, with a
hearing on a potential
injunction ... Sept. 8 th.
Mendocino Forest Products) for
900,000 cu. yds. of fill to build the
massive northern interchange.
On Aug. 20th, the court granted

tuted to secure our unalienable
rights and derives its just powers
from the consent of the governed.
… Yet States routinely issue permits to chartered corporations that
make it “legal” for them to violate
the rights of the people …
Measure S challenges those illegitimate laws, which violate our
fundamental rights. This measure
elevates the rights of the People
of Mendocino where they belong,
above the claimed “rights” of corporations and state agencies that
enable fracking corporations to
profit from the destruction of local
ecosystems and to harm residents
and communities.  
Measure S protects our water by
banning fracking and asserts the
right of the people of Mendocino
to make those kinds of decisions
now and into the future.
NOTE: No argument was submitted against Measure S.

by Madge Strong
a temporary restraining order, with
a hearing on a potential injunction
scheduled for Sept. 8th. Frisbee
again claimed this could cause a
one-year delay.
Although promising to consider
ways to reduce the wetlands impacts, Caltrans continues to summarily reject the idea of using the
already-planned round-about as
the northern connection. That simple change order could save time
(avoiding that claimed one-year
delay), taxpayers’ money, wetlands,
and cultural resources.
For latest news, check www.
savelittlelakevalley.org.
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Little Lake Grange Events!
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Now and Then Film Series:

September 18th, at 7pm
Presents “Food for Change,”a film about food & cooperation. This film is inspiring and emotional —a strong
voice in the push for sustainability within our communities. Food for Change gives us a strong understanding
of the history and role of food co-ops. This film does a
remarkable job using vintage footage of co-ops in the
United States since the 1930s. It is a movie that shows
how current global issues can be tackled locally using
the time-tested principles of cooperation.
More at: http://foodforchange.coop/
Suggested Donation of $5 helps sustain this monthly
film series. Organic popcorn and chocolate, refreshments for sale by the Grange. Call 459-6362 for information.

Pancake Breakfasts:

Sept 28th & Oct 26th, 8am to 11am
(and every 4th Sunday)
Join your friends at the Grange Breakfast!
Our tasty breakfast is a wonderful combination of
comfort foods: Choose our Sourdough Wholegrain or
Hank’s Famous Buttermilk Pancakes, Beeler’s Quality
Bacon, Organic Local Farm Fresh Eggs made to order,
Real Butter, Juice, Organic Coffee or Tea.
All for only $7 — $6 for Seniors — $4 for children under 10. We also can serve you extra sides of Organic
Fruit in season for $1 or Amish Maple Syrup $1.

Junior Grange:

Junior Grange is a new group created for children.
Here’s an opportunity for members of WELL to bring
their children to join this new after-school program,
democratically run by children ages 5-14 - with guidance from Grange adults.
Stuff we learn how to do:
• Community service projects
• Play chess with our coach Bob Wagenet
• Plan, and raise and manage funds for, our projects
• Organic gardening and farming
• Cook in a commercial kitchen
• Sing beautiful songs with our teacher Nancy New
A new skill every month:
September: GRIDBEAM Construction
October: Sewing Halloween Costumes

Virtuoso pancake chef, Hank Strock, at work in the
Little Lake Grange kitchen.
We also plan special events:
« September 29th - NERF Gun Fight at City Park
We meet on Mondays 3-6 pm at the Grange, Room
10. Membership is just $1, plus $1 annual dues. Our
activities are free to members (except for the singing
classes). Visitors of all ages are welcome!
For more information, call Zeynep at (707) 972-8558
or email zeyny34@yahoo.com
Little Lake Grange #670, 291 School Street (at corner of Pine St.), Willits, CA 95490.
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More on Community Gardens Grange Picnic, Sunday Sept. 14
This is more information about some of our
local Community Gardens. You are invited to
get involved! (See the lead article on page 2.)
BROOKTRAILS COMMUNITY GARDEN

If you live in Brooktrails and want to become a member of the Brooktrails Community Garden you are
encouraged to contact Freddie at 459-5267 or longfreddie@gmail.com. (You can see us on facebook at
“Brooktrails Community Garden, Willits, California.)
The Brooktrails Community Garden has been offered a generous donation of soil from Howard Hospital, but we have no way of picking it up. (We have the
labor but no truck.) We are willing to pay a use fee for
the service or loan of a truck.
	 

GRANGE FARM SCHOOL

We have volunteer open house days at the Grange Farm
School every Wednes. and one Sat. per month. September 20th will be the next volunteer work day on a Saturday.
Bring a picnic lunch and eat under the cool shade
of redwood trees or at the reservoir from 12-2 every
Wednesday. Starting at 2 we will be hosting guided
farm and construction sessions for volunteers. Volunteers of all ages and skill levels are welcome to come
any time between 2 until dusk to assist in projects
with the Farm School team and to tour the school.
Please bring water and gloves, and your favorite garden tools if you are interested in focusing in the field.
We are also starting up a poultry-share program
for the community - custom grown chickens for meat:
heritage breeds raised on high-omega 3 pasture and
organic feed. We will start a spring poultry-share in
March - ready for butchering in May. People interested in signing up before all the slots fill up can start
now by emailing Ruthie at ruthfking@gmail.com

PHOENIX RISING GARDEN
This in-town pocket garden, on North Street between
Redwood & Pine Streets, is having an Open House on
Sat. Sept. 20th from 1-5pm. In addition to flowers and
veggies, the garden features an outdoor art gallery.
On Sept. 21st, 10am-2pm will be the first in a series
of bi-monthly classes. This one will focus on cultivation and double-digging, given by Ron Woolsey, and
composting, given by Fred Marshall. Sliding-scale donation is suggested at $20, but no one turned away.
For more information and future classes, call Ron at
489-5408.

Join us at your very own Grange Farm School orchard

for a picnic of epic proportions. The apples are ripening fast, and in such quantity that we simply must
share this bounty. We will spend the day lounging in
the shade of the 100 year old Gravensteins, listening
to live music, pressing cider, sharing potluck dishes for
lunch, and playing games and making arts and crafts
with our children, grandchildren, and each other.
The picnic will take place from 11am-3pm on Sept.
14th in the orchard at Ridgewood Ranch.
Parking is available in the parking lot by the Golden
Rule dining hall and La Vida charter school. A shuttle
will be stationed there to bring you and your families
or guests down to the orchard.
Please bring: lawn chairs or picnic blankets, a dish to
share, plates/utensils/cups, containers for storing apple
cider, and a white t-shirt for stenciling with fabric markers.
There will also be tours of the Grange Farm School at
11:30 and 1:30 for those of you who haven't had the opportunity to see the wonderful work we are doing there.
Please RSVP so that we know how many to expect.
Call Ruthie at (860) 670 7146 or manager@grangefarmschool.org
Thank you for your continued support! Looking forward to seeing you in the orchard! —Michael Foley
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WELL CoCom Summaries
July 14 Meeting
Office & Mid-Year Review:
We currently have almost 200
members, including 15 newsletter
advertisers. We have $4,879 in savings and $6,821 in checking, but
of that, $3,510 is in restricted (i.e.
ear-marked) accounts, including
$1,081 in our Pay It Forward fund.
Comparing year-to-date finances
with the budget and past years,
donations and memberships are
lower than expected.
Goals & Action Plans:
We reviewed a “wish list” from
last December, finding many items
moving forward successfully (many
by “spin-off” groups, not WELL itself), including: Community Rights
Ordinance; lobbying on Bypass
issue; solarizing at the City; PACE
water & energy program; water-wise gardening; water/drought
Town Hall forums; Grange farm
school; and garden tour. Some potential projects are dormant, needing fresh energy (i.e. volunteers).

Garden Tour:
A leadership group planned the NCOWELL co-sponsored event on Aug. 23.
WELL provided food and support.

may have a questionnaire and/or
butcher paper for ideas/visions for
the future, and encourage folks to
come to the potluck-brainstorm
session (possible date: Nov. 9th).
Garden Tour:
We reviewed the details for this
Aug. 23 event and follow-up tasks
(PR, posters, food, logistics, etc.).
We decided to offer WELL membership to end-of-year for an additional $5, with all other proceeds
($15) going to the gardens.

Charter Elementary School Garden

Community Rights Ordinance:
Campaign for “Yes on Measure S”
is underway. (See article page 4.)

August 18 Meeting

Website Update:
Technical difficulties continue.

10th Anniversary Plans:
Richard Jergensen is helping plan
this event, and we discussed ideas
for the format (covered elsewhere
in this issue). Andy Wright will help
edit videos. We’ll also work on getting a series of retrospective articles in the local papers, and inviting
people from the many localization
efforts over the past 10 years. We

Future Meeting(s):
We decide to stick with Monday
CC meetings. Next meetings will be
Sept. 15th, Oct. 13th and Nov. 10th.
We will explore having major inspirational speakers (Richard Heinberg
and others) for next year. It’s noted
that education never ceases!
Meetings held at 221 S. Lenore, log
cabin, NE corner of WISC complex.

Attention:

Inventors/Makers

Sept. 6, Open Meeting at Wowser
We are hosting a maker/inventor group at Wowser, your local build facility.
The initial meeting will be Saturday September 6th from 1 to 3pm, 330 East Commercial St.
Willits, CA. Phone: 707-459-9697, email:cyndee@
wowser.org or roger@wowser.org
Have an idea for an invention and want to throw
concepts around? Want to meet like-minded individuals? Want help with prototyping? Want to
learn about patents? Bring some ideas about
what you want the group to address, and come
to the meeting.
Check out our classes at www.wowserllc.com.

The WOWSER entry arch.
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Walk For Wellness: October 19th
The 17th Willits Community Walk for Wellness
will take place on Sunday, October 19, 2014
beginning with registration at 9:30 AM
and the walk will begin at 10:00 AM.

This walk will be different

An earlier Walk for Wellness down Main St..

than the previous walks
since it will start and end
at the new Frank R. Howard Foundation Medical
Campus on East Hill Road.
Walkers will get a chance
to see the campus, walk
on the new Haehl Creek
Trail, see the garden, and
learn about the planned
Wellness Center. We will
also walk to the old hospital and back and bring
our vision and ideas for
community health.

For more information contact Jed Diamond at 4595505 or email Jed@MenAlive.com. Also let us know
if you’d like to help with the planning and be on our
mailing list.
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September & October Calendar

continued from page 1

Oct. 7, 5:30-6:30 - Avenues to Wellness guest Chana Eisenstein speaking on “Keeping our Dogs & Cats
Healthy,” at the Senior Center. Info 459-2777. (Also check
www.avenuestowellness.org for other program info.)
Oct. 13, 6:30pm – WELL Coordinating Committee Meeting
Oct. 16, 6:30pm – WELL 10th Anniversary Celebration, at
LL Grange, see page 1.
Oct. 19, 9:30am - Walk for Wellness beginning at the
new Frank Howard Medical Campus, see page 8.
Oct. 26, 8-11am, Grange pancake breakfast, see page 5.
Nov. 4 – Election Day!
Ongoing Events:
Mondays 3-6pm, Junior Grange, see page 5.
Wednesdays Grange Farm School open house/work days,
see page 6.
Thursdays, 3-6pm – Farmers Market at City Park
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cjneary@nearyobrienlaw.com
jobrien@nearyobrienlaw.com
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WHAT IS WELL?

Willits Economic Localization

Vision: An enduring lo-

cal economy that provides
health and security for our
community.

Mission: To foster the

creation of a local, sustainable economy in the Willits
area by helping residents
to learn valuable skills and
to take action, and by partnering with other organizations to share knowledge
and support projects that
build a thriving community.

Wildfires Continue

WELL Coordinating
Committee 2014

The Lodge Lightening Fire complex

near Laytonville is 90 percent contained, but contained just means
they have a circle around it and it
is no longer spreading. Inside that
12,000+ acres, the fire will continue
to burn for a long time, maybe till
the rains start.
We’re also getting smoke from
the Happy fire in Klamath National
Forest (15% contained), two large
fires in Siskiyou County and one in
Shasta County, in the Trinity National Forest.
For info on latest air quality and
fires, go to: www.co.mendocino.
ca.us/aqmd/advisories.html or
http://cdfdata.fire.ca.gov/incidents/incidents_current

WELL Email: of fice@well95490.org

•

Kimbal Dodge, 456-9128
Paul Jacobson, 513-5313
4paulj@gmail.com
Holly Madrigal, 459-0447
one_visionary@yahoo.com
Tim Rice, 456-1146
tim@multitalents.net
Madge Strong, 459-1493
mstrong@willitsonline.com

Willits Economic Localization

Website: w w w.well95490.org

Willits Economic Localization
P.O. Box 42, Willits, CA 95490

WELL is a 501(c)3 non-profit,
membership organization.
Donations are tax-deductible
•

P h o n e : ( 70 7 ) 4 59 -149 3

