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Willits Economic Localization

The WELL Bucket
Volume 7 – Issue 6

Schedule of Events
November & December
November 2-4, 7 pm
Ecology Action Workshop - See
page 2.
November 2, 7 pm
Discussion: “How I Grow Red,
Ripe Tomatoes by April 17th” See
page 2
November 2, 7 pm
Informational Meeting: North
Coast Mushroom
Farmers Cooperative
See page 4
November 11, 4 pm
Community Potluck & Brainstorm
See page 3
November 15, 7 pm
Now & Then Film - ”In Transition
2.0” - see page 3
November 19, 6 pm
WELL CC Meeting
WAG building, 221 S. Lenore Ave.
Ongoing Events
Every Thursday, 3 - 6 pm
Farmers Market, Indoors for the
winter at Little Lake Grange, 291
School St.
First Saturdays, 9 am - 1 pm
Grange Exchange
Barter or sell. Little Lake Grange.
Info + vendor stalls: 216-5549
4

Grange Pancake Breakfasts will
resume January 27, 2013
Little Lake Grange

November / December 2012

Willits Economic Localization

Community
Potluck &
Brainstorm
Plus Coordinating Committee election

Sunday, Nov. 11, 4 pm
Little Lake Grange
See page 3 for more info

Time to renew
WELL memberships!
Please send in your 2012 renewal and/or extra donation. If
you haven’t yet joined, please do!
At $15 per year, it’s a bargain, keeping us afloat and keeping
you up-to-date on myriad events and programs for a more
localized, thriving Willits community.
Send to WELL, P.O. Box 42, Willits CA 95490 or join/donate
using PayPal on our website: www.well95490.org.
All memberships are considered due in the Fall to cover the
next year. If you joined mid-year, you may, if you wish, pro-rate
dues for the coming year. Amounts over $15 per person are
gratefully accepted! All donations are tax-deductible.
And please let us know if your contact information has
changed. Send an email to office@well95490.org or call Madge
at 459-1493. If you can receive the newsletter by email, it saves
us a great deal on printing and postage.
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Report from

National Bioneers
Conference 2012
By Beth Riedel
Bioneers 2012, held in San Rafael, CA
over the weekend of October 19 to 21, was
its usual inspiring group of amazing leaders working to
change how the world deals with an ever degraded
environment.
While much of the world pursues business as
usual, the good news is that more people all around
the world are actively working to address the
environmental, social and economic problems.
Here are just a few examples from the conference:
 Two 11-year-old Girl Scouts are taking on their
organization and Kellogg's to get the palm oil in Girl
Scout cookies to NOT come from plantations in
rainforests where the environment was ripped out,
decimating orangutan habitat;
 The Tree People organization has spent 40 years
to get Los Angeles to partner with them to actually deal
with their flooding & expensive
landscape irrigation problems,
retrofitting the city with a functioning
forest watershed where everyone in
the neighborhood is helping to
manage the local ecosystem.
 An educational program is
helping churches of many
denominations, synagogues and

Events from

A Self Reliant Willits

Monthly Calendar

Nov 2-4 Ecology Action's Three-Day Workshop, sharing what they've learned in over 40 years

mosques apply their own spiritual teachings
to get people to care for their environments
on earth.
There are now multiple examples of
sustainable banks where conscious
capitalism supports social, economic and
environmental sustainability. And the banks
using these models — such as the Bank of
North Dakota and the New Resource Bank
— are showing greater profits to their shareholders
than “the good old boys” of Chase, B of A, etc.!
Yes, even the Defense Department is now building
using only the top ecological, energy saving, and
sustainable technology including solar & wind. They
are already using 1/3 less energy.
New technology is helping people find each other
and organize all around the world. Even some native
tribes in the Amazon are using technology to inform the
world and move quickly enough to stop corporations
from raping their land of forest and oil.
Many more issues were looked at including racial,
social and gender discrimination. There's a lot more to
be done, and it needs to be done NOW. It will take
many years to correct past damage, including the
climate change we've already
created. But the solutions are all
part of an amazing
consciousness change that will
improve our world in the long run.
For more information on
Bioneers, go to
www.bioneers.org.

Materials will be gathered from Emandal property.
$385 includes course fees, 3 nights lodging and 8
meals. Register at info@emandal.com; 459-5439.

Nov 4 & Dec 1 Herb Walks with Beth Reidel,

AHG, NC, a Professional Herbalist, Flower Essence
of farming/gardening research. Download registration Practitioner, Nutritional Counselor and co-founder
and past president of the Sonoma County Herb
form at www.growbiointensive.org
Association. Walks are on Sunday, Nov. 4 and
Nov 2 Discussion: How I Grow Red, Ripe
Saturday, Dec. 1, from 10 am to 12 noon. Discover
Tomatoes by April 17th by expert gardener Craig Mendocino County's bounty. We'll tour different locaSchaaf, author of "The Golden Rule Farm's Guide to tions looking at our local edible and medicinal herbs
Growing Early Tomatoes." 7 to 8:30 pm at St Francis and wild flowers. Call 459-1810 for meeting place &
Episcopal Church, at the corner of Commercial and
to register. Cost: $20 for each walk (both for $35).
Main, Willits. Suggested Donation $5. Presented by
Nov 9 Jane Futcher will read from her new
Ecology Action.
book, “Women Gone Wild.” 7 pm Willits library.
Nov 1-4 Baskets from Nature Workshop at
Sponsored by Friends of Willits Library.
Emandal. Taught by Louisa Lenz Porter, former garThanks to Mary Zellachild for providing
den manager at both Ecology Action and Emandal.
A Self Reliant Willits Calendar events.
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WELL
Community
Potluck &
Brainstorm
Sunday, November 11
Little Lake Grange at 4 p.m.
Mark your calendar now for WELL’s annual free community potluck & brainstorm: Sunday, Nov. 11, 4pm
at the Little Lake Grange. All are welcome.
Potluck will start at 4 (please bring your own utensils), followed by a short membership meeting to elect
3 members of WELL’s coordinating committee (CC). At about 4:45, we’ll have a talking-stick format for
what’s been working and, most importantly, what we want to work on in 2013. Ideas from the community
are essential!
Nominations for serving on WELL CC are also welcome. You must live in Willits and have been a member for at least 6 months. If interested, please contact Peter Norris, 456-9968 or petersnorris@gmail.com.

A free community event, sponsored by WELL (Willits Economic Localization).

VOTE TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6
Don’t forget to vote for Measure F (County “move to amend” advisory measure to end corporate
personhood) and also for Proposition 37, GMO labeling. Ballots must be received (not postmarked)
by mail, at the County Registrar’s office, or at a polling station by 8pm election day, November 6th.
There will be another rally in favor of Proposition 37 on Friday, November 2, on Highway 101 in
front of Safeway, from 3 to 5 p.m. All supporters of Proposition 37 are invited.

Now & Then Films presents:

‘In Transition 2.0’
a story of resilience and hope
in extraordinary times
Thursday, November 15. 7 pm
Little Lake Grange
291 School St.
Donations of $5 (children free) are greatly appreciated
& will be used to renovate the hall.
~ Organic non-GMO Popcorn, Fair Trade chocolate
& snacks for sale to benefit the Grange Restoration ~

"In Transition 2.0” is
the new film from
Transition Network,
capturing inspiring
stories of community
resilience, energy
efficiency, food
security and Transition
initiatives around the
world. Communities
just like ours
responding to
uncertain times with
creativity, solutions
and 'engaged
optimism'.

www.intransitionmovie.com/
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WELL
Investment
Committee
Update
By Madge Strong
We are ready to “roll out” one aspect of investing
in local businesses. On Oct. 7th, culminating a
series of committee and public meetings this year,
we defined WELL’s strategy for a “Pay It Forward”
fund. To be clear, this involves not “investing” but
rather donating to a revolving fund.
We now welcome donations to this fund, either a
lump sum or a monthly “tithing” amount that you
decide on. In either case, donations are taxdeductible.
Funds will be
earmarked only for the
purpose of assisting local
enterprises that meet the
triple bottom line: good
for the planet, people,
and profit.
Profit would enable the recipient to eventually
pay back the loan so the fund can “pay it forward” to
other recipients. There would not be any “profit” to
the donors to the fund nor to WELL.
Proposals for loans from the fund will be
reviewed by the WELL Coordinating Committee.

At the Oct. 7th meeting, we
already received several donations,
and WELL may also contribute a
sum to this separate account.
In addition to accepting
donations, we are also encouraging
new or expanding businesses to
apply! Initial loan amounts may be
small but we hope the fund and its
effectiveness in stimulating “green”
enterprises will grow.

Other Strategies
Setting up actual investments, where investors
pool their funds and expect a return of principal and/
or interest, is beyond WELL’s scope and is subject
to rigorous regulations.
The idea of a regional financial institution,
however, is being looked at by a county-wide group
of agencies and non-profits, including a WELL
representative,that began
meeting recently. It is
also being considered in
Sonoma County and
through the northern
California Transition
Town network.
Meanwhile, our WELL meetings – and a
“business fair” that WELL expects to organize in
early 2013 – can serve as a “LION” (local investment
opportunity network) for individual investors and
entrepreneurs to connect informally. Individuals who
already know each other socially are allowed to
invest without the rigors of SEC regulations. .

The triple bottom line: good for
the planet, people, and profit.

North Coast Mushroom
Farmers Cooperative

cultivated mushroom crops in the coastal region of
Northern California.
We are organizing a non-profit Farmers
Cooperative of small to medium scale producers
The first informational meeting on the North Coast
focused on providing collective purchasing and
Mushroom Farmers Cooperation will be held on
marketing power, technical expertise and services,
November 2nd from 5 to 7 pm at the Willits Masonic
cultivation and propagation support to 'back yard'
Temple, 330 South Main St. in Willits.
growers of edible and medicinal species of
We intend to be cutting trees in December and
mushrooms including, initially, Shiitake, Pleurotus
setting spawn in February. By April the first flush of
(oyster mushroom), and Reishi, with plans to expand
Oyster Mushrooms will be on, and in the fall we'll
into other marketable and environmentally
harvest the first of the Shiitake.
appropriate species as members choose.
…
— Larry Buzbee, Willits
The purpose of the North Coast Mushroom
More information and details here: http://
Farmers Cooperative is to finance, support and
prometheusrobotics.com/projects/NCMFC/
enhance the production and marketing of naturally
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Report from

Mendocino County
Economic Development
Summit
By Madge Strong, with info from EDFC
On September 28th, the Economic Development
& Financing Corporation of Mendocino County
(EDFC) convened a countywide economic
development summit, with over 40 participants. The
purpose, as requested by the County of Mendocino,
was to develop programs providing short-term
business assistance and support.
MendoFutures helped facilitate the event,
including a pre-meeting and designing a program
focused on concrete outcomes. They believed it was
important to create inspired groups to carry on the
work beyond the one-day event.
Jacqueline Debets, Executive Director of the
Humboldt Workforce Investment Board, presented
“Targets of Opportunity” — a power point setting a
context for the work during the summit. She said our
region has a growing economy of Innovation and
Entrepreneurship. Using 5 criteria, the Humboldt
Workforce Investment Board identified industries
qualified as Targets of Opportunity:
1. Diversified Health Care
2. Building & Systems Construction &
Maintenance
3. Specialty Food, Flowers & Beverages
4. Investment Support Services
5. Management & Innovation Services
6. Niche Manufacturing

Companies in the target industries far exceeded
that of the region in terms of job growth, firm growth,
and wage growth, contributing 39% of the jobs and
53% of the wages in the region’s private sector over
the last 15 years. While Forest Products and
Tourism don’t meet all the criteria, they still have
significant opportunities and should be included.
Debets described some strategies for attracting
and supporting such industries, including:
appropriate regulations; conserving energy and
materials; making suitable land available; incubating
businesses and entrepreneurs; having a trained
workforce; and strategically marketing the region.
Debets also outlined how Humboldt County was
able to coordinate their economic development
efforts. Meeting weekly, they promoted community
engagement by creating 18 Citizen Action teams,
Industry Leader Council, Infrastructure Prioritization
Committee, Business Leader Luncheons and using
social technology. Their work developed a common
agenda, measurement systems, and continuous
communication between all participants.
The participants in the Mendocino County
summit identified three priorities, breaking into
working groups to brainstorm the goals, obstacles,
and strategies on each of these:

 Localizing Investment
 A Central Economic Development Entity
 Workforce Development
Most importantly, each group designated a
convener and agreed to meet again to continue the
momentum toward building our local economy here
in Mendocino County. WELL will continue to
participate in this process. 

Mendo Free Skool
Fall Schedule Available

Gardeners: Training
Opportunity & Hotline

Mendo Free Skool is a new organization
coordinating folks who are offering and those who
wish to take free classes and workshops on many
skills and issues relating to localization. So far most
of the programs are in Ukiah, but they could
undoubtedly add Willits programs as well.
Their current schedule has classes ranging from
yoga, Tai Chi and meditation to plant walks, lowwater landscaping, rainwater harvesting and DIY fuel
alcohol. There’s also a class on “Positive Futures”
and one on “Reducing Your Carbon Footprint.”
For a schedule and more info, go to:
www.mendofreeskool.wordpress.com.

U.C. Extension in Ukiah is offering help from
trained “Master Gardener” volunteers in answering
your gardening questions.
Call the Hotline at 463-6320 or email
mgmendocino@ucdavis.edu.
They will also be offering an Inland
MasterGardener Class, with 50 hours of professional
instruction, from mid-January through April,
Wednesdays 12:30-5:00pm plus two Saturday
classes. (Graduates become volunteers in the
following year.)
For information, call Nicole French at 463-4495
or nfrench@ucanr.edu.
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Willits
Kinetic Carnivale
Hurrah for

By Holly Madrigal
The 1st annual Willits Kinetic Carnivale was a
huge success. Willits hosted many visitors, over the
two-day extravaganza, and reports were positive.
This event was a fundraiser for the Mendocino
County Museum and Roots of Motive Power. WELL
sponsored a “Me Me” handcar, built by our own
Young Grangers. The car had some technical
Left: The
“Dragon
Wagon”
handcar,
made by
Phil &
Richard
Jergenson,
with their
Grid Beam
Building
System.

NEARY and O’BRIEN
Attorneys at Law
110 S. Main Street, Suite C
Willits, California 95490
http://www.cjnearylaw.com
(707) 459-5551

difficulties
during the
race, but
won the
award for
“Best
Exhibition
of Team
Work.”
WELL was
happy to
encourage creative building by our town’s youngsters.
Planning is already underway for next year’s Kinetic
Carnivale. More info: www.kineticcarnivale.com.
Above:
Ron of
Sonomamagic
enthralls a girl
with his magic;
right: Roots of
Motive Power
gave free
rides on the
Mason County
No. 7 steam
locomotive;
below:
Mechanical
wings were
one of many
wonderful
costumes and
gadgets
adorning
steam punk
fans.

cjneary@pacific.net
jennifer_m_obrien@yahoo.com

Photos by Kat Cascone
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CHRISTOPHER MARTIN
Realtor/Associate
License #01265829

36 South Street, Willits, CA 95490
OFFICE: (707) 459-6175 X14
TOLL FREE (800) 767-9546 X14
FAX: (707) 459-6177
CELL: (707) 367-3173

www.movetomendo.com

ABBY'S CLOSET
Now Open!
1766 S. Main Street, Willits

841-0929
New & used
children's clothing & accessories
Jed Diamond, Ph.D.

and Bodywork
Clancy Rash, CMT

Counseling

Certified Massage Therapist

* Swedish / Deep Tissue
* Trigger Point
* Craniosacral Therapy
* Polarity Therapy
(707) 459 - 1745

44 Years Experience
(707) 459-5505 www.menalive.com
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California
State
Grange
2012

Convention
in Willits
Thank you Willits for supporting our 140th
State Grange Convention that took place at
Little Lake Grange. October 10 to 14th.
You hosted almost 200 out-of-town guests, and
they took up many parking places in the city lot and
along Pine and School streets, inconveniencing many
of you. Thank you for your patience.
It was an historic event for the California State
Grange, and proved worth the many hundreds of
hours of volunteer time our members and many of
you citizens have given to recreate this newly
remodeled Community Center from our historic
building. Thank you all.
We invite you to use our building for your parties,
weddings and events. It is welcoming, fresh and
beautiful. You can find rental applications in our
entrance hallway.
A special thanks to the City of Willits, Willits
United Methodist Church and the Fort Bragg Grange
for the loan of chairs and tables.
Our commercial kitchen became the hub of a
Local Food Organic Restaurant that created seven
locally sourced meals for 200 with incomparable
reviews.
Thank you to the many volunteers, local farmers
and suppliers who made that experience
unforgettable for our out-of-town guests. They will
never forget Willits. Many conventioneers said it was
the best convention ever!
We are proud, happy and tired; it was so worth it!
Annie Waters
Convention coordinator
Karina McAbee
President, Little Lake Grange No. 670

Our 140th Annual Meeting held this
month at the friendly Little Lake Grange in
charming Willits, California was
SPECTACULAR!
Our theme was Growing Farmers Since 1870.
To quote Past State Master Leo T. Bergeron, "In
my fifty years as a Granger, I've never felt more at
home at a Convention."
Record-Setting Attendance! With 41% of our
Granges represented, this was one of the most wellattended Conventions in many years. More than 200
Grangers from across the state shared friendship,
ideas and fabulous meals, and took home with them
many fond memories.
The food was absolutely superb. Each delicious
meal was made with fresh, local foods and
ingredients and lovingly prepared by culinary artists
from the Little Lake Grange led by Chef Annie
Waters.
The newly remodeled Little Lake Grange is
marvelous, with their large auditorium and very
functional commercial kitchen. The Little Lake
Grange is an inspiration and shining example of
what a Community Grange can achieve by working
together.
…
In closing the Convention, California State
Grange Master Bob McFarland said, "These past
few days of fellowship, harmony and goodwill have
brought us closer together than ever before. We
leave behind in this beautiful hall, our fraternal spirit
and the echoes of our laughter."
Bob McFarland
California State Grange President
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WELL Coordinating Committee Briefs
Summary of September 17, 2012 CC Meeting
There were several enthusiastic reports from those who attended the Adaptation Conference in Arcata
July 19-21. In addition to inspiring programs, there was much regional networking. Highlights will be covered
elsewhere in the newsletter.
Holly reported on plans for the Emergency Kit-Making Day. Beth & Madge continue member renewal
follow-ups. April reported on plans for the City Council Candidates Forum Oct. 3.
The CC approved co-sponsoring a showing of “Women on the Land” with the Grange, on Sept. 21.
The investment committee continues to research and identify options, honing in on ideas for the Aug. 6
potential investors meeting.
After hearing about the exciting plans for the Sept. 7-8 Kinetic Carnivale, the CC approved a $300
sponsorship of a local team entry in the hand-car competition.

Summary of October 15, 2012 CC Meeting
Though we did not have a quorum of CC members, we had many guests and a productive discussion,
much of it about nuts-and-bolts. We heard reports from three recent events: a Mendocino County economic
development forum, a northern California transition summit, and a Transition Ukiah Valley meeting. (Some
will be covered elsewhere in this newsletter.)
We reviewed the progress from the Oct. 7 investment meeting, clarifying the current strategy and other
possible approaches. (See article.)
Beth & Madge will plan our next membership renewal/fund appeal letter, perhaps before the Nov. 11
potluck/brainstorm meeting. Some logistics for that meeting were worked out.
The deadline for the next newsletter is Oct. 26. Ideas for articles were discussed.
The new computer is installed and Lila is organizing files, updating data, etc. Harry is resigning as
webmaster at the end of this year. Many thanks to Harry for all his work! Mike Burgess volunteers to become
webmaster. We discussed a few concerns about the new “announce list” and how to make it work well for our
members. A subcommittee should review and make
recommendations. We also discussed informal
guidelines for the “well-cc-working list” that goes to
people who are actively participating in CC meetings.
The next CC meeting will be Mon. Nov. 19, and we
scheduled a CC retreat meeting for Sat. Dec. 8.
Kimbal Dodge, 456-9128

WELL Coordinating
Committee 2012

Complete minutes will be posted on our website:
www.well95490.org

Next WELL Coordinating Committee
meeting is on Monday,
November 19 at 6 pm
The WELL Coordinating Committee (CC)
encourages the community at large to attend our
CC meetings. The next meeting is Monday,
November 19 at 6 pm in the log cabin at the NE
corner of the Willits Integrated Services Center,
221 S. Lenore St. There will be no CC meeting
in December. Info: Peter Norris at 456-9968.

office@WELL95490.org
Holly Madrigal, 459-0447
one_visionary@yahoo.com
Jane McCabe, 456-9067
janemccabe44@yahoo.com
Peter Norris, 456-9968
petersnorris@gmail.com
Tim Rice, 456-1146, tim@multitalents.net
Madge Strong, 459-1493
mstrong@willitsonline.com
April Tweddell, 459-6734, april@pacific.net
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WHAT IS WELL?

Where we want to be

Willits Economic
Localization

www.well95490.org
Join the WELL Group on Facebook
Search for “Willits Economic LocaLization” and
choose the Group page.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/176718939023521

Vision: An enduring local economy
that provides health and security for
our community.
Mission: To foster the creation of a
local, sustainable economy in the
Willits area by helping residents to
learn valuable skills and to take
action, and by partnering with other
organizations to share knowledge and
support projects that build a thriving
community.
WELL is a 501(c)3 non-profit,
membership organization.
Printed on 100% post-consumer recycled paper

WELL EMAIL: office@well95490.org Website: www.well95490.org Phone: (707) 459-7076

Willits Economic LocaLization
P.O. Box 42
Willits, CA 95490

