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Willits Economic Localization

The WELL Bucket
Volume 7 – Issue 2

Schedule of Events
March & April
Mar. 13, 7 pm
Willits/Outlet Creek Watershed
Group Meeting - see page 3
Little Lake Grange
Mar. 14, 6 pm
Willits City Council regarding
Haehl Creek Trail - see page 10
Mar. 15, 7 pm
Now & Then Film, “Full Signal” See page 4
Mar. 19, 6 pm
WELL CC Meeting
WAG building, 221 S. Lenore Ave.
Mar. 20, 6 – 10 pm
Fundraiser for Willits
Environmental Center - see page 3
Shanachie Pub
Mar. 25, 8 – 11 am
Grange Pancake Breakfast
Little Lake Grange
Mar. 25, 4 pm
Building Local Wealth - see page 2
Apr. 16, 6 pm
WELL CC Meeting
WAG building, 221 S. Lenore Ave.
Apr. 19 & 20 7 pm
Now & Then Films, TBA
Little Lake Grange
Apr. 26, 8 – 11 am
Grange Pancake Breakfast
Little Lake Grange
Ongoing Events
Every Thursday, 3 - 5:30 pm
Farmers Market, Little Lake Grange,
Pine & School streets
continued on page 2

March / April 2012

BUILDING LOCAL WEALTH II
Will an Investment Co-op
Benefit Willits?
Sunday, March 25 at 4 pm
Little Lake Grange

Presentations by

Richard Cooper

Mendo-Lake Credit Union & EDFC

Andy Schexnaydre
GoLocal Sonoma County

John Sakowicz

"The Truth About Money” KZYX&Z

See page 2 for more info on this WELL event

Label GMOs Initiative
Volunteers Needed

Signatures are now being collected for the Label GMOs initiative,
a statewide ballot measure that will require Genetically Modified
Organism (GMO) food products sold in California to be labeled as
such. Supporters have until April 22 to collect 504,760 valid
signatures to qualify the measure for the ballot.
Local coordinator Sara O'Brien said the effort was going great in
Northern California, but she could definitely use some more
volunteers. If you're interested, contact Sara at sarao@saber.net or
456-1293. To learn more about the Label GMOs initiative, go to http://
labelgmos.org.
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WELL SPONSORS

BUILDING LOCAL
WEALTH – PART II
Sunday, March 25
Would an investment co-op benefit Willits? This
is the main question to be addressed in a forum on
Sunday, Mar. 25, 4pm, at the Little Lake Grange.
“Willits undoubtedly needs more job opportunities and sustainable local businesses,” says Madge
Strong, one of the organizers of this event. “Some
exciting ideas came up at WELL’s first ‘Building Local Wealth’ forum earlier this year. One missing
piece may be a way for residents to invest in building these new or expanding enterprises.”
The forum, sponsored by Willits Economic Localization (WELL), will feature several experts in
local finance and investment, including: Richard
Cooper, Exec. Officer of Mendo-Lake Credit Union
& EDFC Board Member; Andy Schexnaydre, a socially responsible financial planner who serves on

Move to Amend

the board of GoLocal Sonoma County; and John
Sakowicz, a finance expert and host of "The Truth
About Money" show on KZYX&Z.
They will discuss some of the challenges and
opportunities, as well as important developments in
putting money to work locally.
WELL is seeking community input, from its
members and others interested in promoting the
Willits economy:






Do you have a new or expanding
local business?
Do you want to work in a co-op industry?
Do you have expertise (finance, etc.)?
Do you want to invest locally?
What criteria should guide
local investment?

In addition to this public forum, there will also be
the bi-annual election of several members of
WELL’s Coordinating Committee. (You must have
been a local WELL member for at least 6 months to
be eligible to run.)
The event is free, but donations at the door are
encouraged to help cover costs, including some light
refreshments. For more info, check the website at
www.well95490.org or call Madge at 707-459-1493.

corporate power by amending the United States
Constitution to establish that:
Only human beings, not corporations, are endowed with constitutional rights, and
Money is not speech, and therefore regulating
political contributions and spending is not
Stirred by outrage about the Supreme Court’s de- equivalent to limiting political speech.
The People of Mendocino County, California
cision granting corporations unlimited (and often sehereby
direct our state and federal representacret) influence in elections in the guise of “free
tives
to
enact resolutions and legislation to adspeech,” several public interest organizations are
vance
this
effort.”
calling for a Constitutional Amendment to affirm that
“This
advisory
measure would give a strong indicacorporations are not people and money is not
tion of the will of the voters, helping build the ground
speech.
While the movement is nationwide, here in Men- swell of public opinion needed to succeed in amending
docino County a group is now collecting signatures to the Constitution,” says organizer Margaret Koster.
Around 5,000 signatures of registered voters are
put this issue on the November ballot. At its February
needed
to get this on the County ballot. A Move to
meeting, the WELL Coordinating Committee enAmend
Working
Group is spear-heading the petition
dorsed this effort.
drive, with a deadline of early June. After that, there
Text of the Ballot Measure will be the campaign to pass the measure by an over“The people of Mendocino County, California whelming majority.
To help on petitioning and the campaign, on the
stand with the Move to Amend campaign and
coast
contact Tom Wodetzki, 937-1113 or
communities across the country to defend detw@mcn.org,
and inland contact Margaret Koster,
mocracy from the corrupting effects of undue
459-5970 or MKoster@pacific.net.

Petitioning

in Mendocino County
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by Mary Zellachild
Whenever I mention reskilling, someone always
asks me what it means. I’m not even sure it’s a real
word, but it’s definitely something that should be part
of localization.
To me, reskilling means a couple of things: taking something that can no longer be used and turning it into something that can. For example, the
Ukiah people who get old racing tires and make
them into floor mats, wastebaskets and other useful
products. Or, closer to my heart would be taking old
clothes or other fabric with tears, stains, or whatever
makes them unusable or undesirable, reclaiming the
parts that are still good and crafting them into useful
clothing, rugs, quilts, etc.
Another definition of reskilling is identifying people who have skills in danger of being lost as the
people pass on or have given up using their particular skill because globalization has flooded their potential market with cheap goods.
We are very likely going to need these skills in

Grange Exchange
Have something to barter or sell? Looking for
great deals, local foods, crafts?
9am to 1pm, Little Lake Grange. Info + vendor stalls: 216-5549, Michael/Sara
Ongoing: first Saturday of each month.

Taking the Pulse
of Our Watersheds
Presentation by Karl Davidek, resident
stream gauge operator. Tuesday, March 13,
7pm, Little Lake Grange. Hosted by Willits Outlet
Creek Watershed Group. Info: Rosamond: 4594579.

Bee Club Meeting
Thursday, April 5, 6:30, at the Ukiah Garden
Club, 1203 W. Clay, Ukiah The April meeting
will feature information on making

the future. How do we keep them from being lost?
One way is to identify people who have a valuable
skill and support them in passing it on to others by
means of classes, workshops, apprenticeships or by
illustrating them on a video.
I recently learned of another possibility. When I
was talking with a leather worker at the first Grange
Exchange, he reminded me of the Foxfire books. I
remembered seeing them in the past, although never
had occasion to use one. They started being published in the 1930’s, compiled by a teacher in the
Appalachians who got his students to go out and interview neighbors who were still making soap,
slaughtering their animals for food and skins, making
shoes, and using many other traditional selfsufficiency skills.
I’m hoping some of you might still have some
Foxfire books that you haven’t used for a while and
would like to contribute to the Grange’s new Reskilling library. Or maybe you have old copies of Mother
Earth magazines or Back Home magazines that
also have articles on these kinds of skills. If you do,
you can drop them off at Firefly Framing in the
Grange. (Turn right from the front entryway and
you’ll see it.) Firefly is open Tuesday through Friday
from 10:00- 5:00 and Saturday 10:00 to 3:00. Or if
you can’t make those hours and still want to contribute, contact me at 459-3693 or maryzel@saber.net.
I’m also interested in gathering the names of people
who have skills they might like to share.

“splits” (dividing your hive).
Carson Elmer will lead the discussion.
On Saturday, April 7 there will be a demonstration of how to make a split at a location to be
announced. Info: Carson Elmer, 489-1587.

WEC benefit
at Shanachie Pub
Shanachie Pub will host a benefit party for
the Willits Environmental Center, Tuesday,
March 20 from 6 to 10 p.m.
Featuring live music by Forest Glyer and
Malakai Schindel, Diane Smalley and Madge
Strong, and the Motherland Family Band.
Bartenders will be members of the WEC
board. Tips and snacks for sale benefit the
WEC. No cover.
Shanachie Pub is located at 50 South Main
St. Info: Thayer Craig 459-3360
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Now & Then Films presents:

“Full Signal”
A documentary about the safety
of cell phone towers.

Thursday, March 15 at 7 pm
Little Lake Grange
291 School St.
“Full Signal” is about
the proliferation of
cellular technology
across the globe. It
has spread unabated
like wildfire. More than
half the world’s
population owns a
phone. And nearly
everybody lives within
the range of a cell
tower. Yet nobody
truly knows to what
extent this technology
has an impact on the
human population.
An increasing number of studies are starting
to correlate certain ailments with cellular
technology, ranging from dizziness to tumors.
“Full Signal” takes the position that it is highly
unlikely that these scientists’ findings are all
incorrect.
Join our discussion after the film!
- Annie Waters

A donation of $5 (children free) is needed to
continue to show these independent films
for you.
~ Organic Popcorn, Hot Chocolate and
Cider, Fair Trade chocolate & snacks for
sale benefit the Grange Restoration ~:

Pancake Breakfasts at the Grange
Every Fourth Sunday
March 25 & April 22, 8 - 11 am
Traditional ($6) or Natural Plate ($7)

Willits Community
Alliance
The Willits Community Alliance will be meeting
at the Grange on Monday, March 12 at 6:30 pm.
This will be the 4th meeting of the group and wider
citizen input is being requested. Anyone from the
Willits Community is invited to attend to learn more,
provide input, and help continue to provide direction.
The Alliance’s mission is (a) to build a group of
committed citizens who will promote, keep involved
and help lead Willits on a healthy, locally oriented,
sustainable path; and (b) to support the election of
City Council members who will provide leadership
and partner with the community on that path.
To this point, the alliance has created a mission,
identified key characteristics of potential candidates,
and has realized the importance of creating a team
of support for candidates and Council Members. On
March 12th, these subjects will continue to be honed.
In addition a timeline for election will be discussed
and a handful of potential candidates will be able to
address the group.
For further information or the dates of future
meetings, contact jed@menalive.com or 459-5505.

KZYX’s interview with
Madge Strong
KZYX’s “Mendo Matters” program aired an interview about WELL with Madge Strong on March 1 st. To
listen to the 10-minute segment, hosted by Paul Lambert, go to the WELL website www.well95490.org.

WELL Coordinating
Committee 2012
Kimbal Dodge, 456-9128
office@WELL95490.org
Holly Madrigal, 459-0447
one_visionary@yahoo.com
Peter Norris, 456-9968
petersnorris@gmail.com
Laura Toomey Rowland, 459-1043
lauratoomey@comcast.net
Madge Strong, 459-1493
mstrong@willitsonline.com
April Tweddell, 459-6734
april@pacific.net
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Report from:

ing that a corporation is a legal
fiction first created during the Roman Republic. Rome became an
empire, and imperialism has
been partnered with transnational
corporations and racism, militarism and materialism ever since.
The American Revolution was
in large part a rejection of British
imperialism and exploitation.
This led to the U.S. Constitution,
By Patricia Norris
in which – theoretically – power
resides in the People, who then
On February 2nd, David Cobb,
create government. People have
director of Democracy Unlimited,
rights, Government has duties
gave a presentation sponsored by
and responsibilities. Government
WELL here in Willits. Cobb deis subordinate and accountable.
scribes himself as a “proud, patriotic
Cobb pointed out, however, that in 1789, when
and pissed off citizen.” He calls for righteous anger,
which is inclusive and moves us toward action, doing the Constitution was ratified, only 5% of citizens white, male, property owners - were counted as
something about unfair conditions. His love and his
People. Since then,
passion for humanity were clearly expressed.
Cobb affirmed that liberty, justice, and equality are personhood has
desires of all human beings, fueling the current world- gradually been expanded, through
wide democracy movement - in opposition to the
Constitutional
power of corporate entities deciding our fate.
He gave background on the meanings of Democ- amendments, to inracy, Sovereignty, Personhood, and Corporation, not- clude all citizens.
Unfortunately,
court decisions have
meanwhile declared
NEARY and O’BRIEN
that corporations are
Attorneys at Law
“people.” Cobb
made a strong case
110 S. Main Street, Suite C
for the need to
Willits, California 95490
amend our Constitution to clearly and
http://www.cjnearylaw.com
unequivocally state
(707) 459-5551
that corporations are
not persons, and that
cjneary@pacific.net
money is not speech.

David Cobb’s
Presentation
in Willits

jennifer_m_obrien@yahoo.com

≈≈≈≈
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CHRISTOPHER MARTIN
Realtor/Associate
License #01265829

36 South Street, Willits, CA 95490
OFFICE: (707) 459-6175 X14
TOLL FREE (800) 767-9546 X14
FAX: (707) 459-6177

Brookside Farm
People-Powered Produce
… would like to thank WELL for its support.

Brookside Farm welcomes volunteers to
work in a beautiful setting and learn how to garden
in Willits. Low income volunteers can earn up to
$20 per week in Farmers' Market credits.

CELL: (707) 367-3173

www.movetomendo.com

Interested? Contact Antonia at 272-1395

Jed Diamond, Ph.D.
and Bodywork
Clancy Rash, CMT

Counseling

Certified Massage Therapist

* Swedish / Deep Tissue
* Trigger Point
* Craniosacral Therapy
* Polarity Therapy
(707) 459 - 1745

Gallery Gifts Games
Open 7 Days
56 South Main Street
Highway 101
Willits, CA 95490
Traditional Toys & Games
Custom & Original Rubber Stamps
(707) 459-1363 www. californiapapergoods.com

44 Years Experience
(707) 459-5505 www.menalive.com
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WELL Coordinating Committee Briefs
January 16, 2012 CC Meeting
Plans are underway for our Building Local Wealth and Move to Amend forums. Sun. Mar. 25, 4pm, will
be a community meeting, including WELL CC election, topic to be determined. We need a poster design
person for upcoming events. It’s suggested we post photos of events to Facebook and videos to YouTube.
The rest of the 2012 schedule, so far, is:
 Table at the May WHAT Walk;
 July DIY Emergency Kit Day;
 Aug. Garden Tour
 Oct. Wellness Forum; and
 Nov. Community Brainstorm/potluck.
This leaves “breathing room” in April, June, Sept. and Dec., for other opportunities or guest speakers.
Several organizational issues were discussed, including improved member renewal process, a “State of
WELL” poster/flyer, newsletter ads, improved bookkeeping, administering our website, and completing bank
signature cards.
The Grange was mistakenly told that WELL had allocated $850 for a new projector. Peter will ask
Transition Town seed members if they wish to donate funds via WELL for this use.
The CC voted to endorse the statewide Label GMOs initiative, without any expenditure of WELL
funds. Signature gathering will begin in several weeks.
The CC is excited about Ron Orenstein’s proposed business incubator facility at the Railroad
Center. Peter will submit a letter to TWN expressing our support.

February 20, 2012 CC Meeting
Following up on our Feb. 2 event, the CC voted to endorse the County Citizens’ Advisory Measure
relating to “Move to Amend”. See article elsewhere in newsletter for details.
Following up on our Jan. 22 event, the CC considered the idea that WELL might sponsor a local
investment group, with a goal of helping stimulate local, sustainable, community-benefiting businesses,
possibly supplementing the services at the Railroad Center. Richard Cooper, head of the Mendo-Lake
Credit Union and board member of EDFC, informed us on some of the issues of such investing. The CC
agreed WELL should further explore these issues at our public forum on Mar. 25, including hearing from the
community. (See article in this newsletter.)
Transition Town participants agreed to transfer their remaining funds ($733.65) to WELL, earmarked for
the Grange projector. The CC proposed adding funds and requesting reciprocation of allowing WELL certain
use of the Grange facility. (Note: After discussion with the Grange and TT folks, this proposal was
subsequently simplified to divide the funds equally between the Grange & WELL.)
Margaret Koster briefly described the “Keep the Code” issue, which opposes a proposed zoning code
change that could allow mineral processing (e.g. asphalt plant) at the Harrison quarry as well as potentially
other heavy industrial uses county-wide. We will get notices of future County hearings.
Regarding the Bypass, the Corps of Engineers issued the wetlands permit, but there are still unresolved
conditions and potential legal actions. This will be a hot issue in coming months! (See update on page 9.)
The “Willits Community Alliance” has formed to support a sustainable Willits future and to help elect City
Councilmembers who will lead toward that goal. The next Alliance meeting is Mar. 12, 6:30 at the Grange.
Bill White announced he is doing more travel and will give up his seat on the CC. His position will be the
third opening to be filled at the Mar. 25 meeting, with Madge & Peter both running for re-election.
We decided to hold an extra CC meeting on Mar. 5. (Note: This was subsequently cancelled.)

Next Coordinating Committee meeting is Monday, March 19 at 6 pm
Complete minutes will be posted on our website: www.well95490.org
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Report from:

Building Local
Wealth
by Madge Strong
Willits has the resources and ingenuity to create
local jobs and wealth, despite its current flat
economy. This was the exciting subject of
presentations by Ron Cole and Ron Orenstein at a
WELL event on Jan. 22nd.
Ron Cole, a Ukiah entrepreneur, explained that
wealth doesn’t only mean “cash” but, more
importantly, sustainable jobs and life-time
“The Mondragon Model in Miniature”
relationships within the community.
“To build wealth, we need to produce stuff - food,
fuel, and fiber – locally,” said Cole. “Fortunately, we
Eventually there were many enterprises. “Instead of
have the resources we need, most of it free: sunlight, competing against each other, everyone had a stake
water, air, soil. We have people needing good jobs.
in everyone else succeeding, and indeed they’ve
We probably also need some capital, to supply tools
succeeded amazingly well,” said Cole. The City of
or technology to multiply the results of our labor.”
Cleveland has recently begun a similar cooperative
Cole described the model developed in
model. (See Yes! Magazine article.)
Mondragon, a small town in northern Spain after the
In Willits, Cole envisions forming a local
Spanish Civil War. They started a small cooperative
investment group and starting with two “core”
industry making paraffin heaters. As it grew, they
cooperative ventures: a small-scale bio-char
established a cooperative bank, then a clinic.
industry, and an agave-based ethanol industry.
Both of these industries offer many useful biproducts, as well as reducing environmental impacts.
For example, excess wood waste removed from our
forests for fire prevention can be converted to biochar to replenish carbon-poor soils and minimize
release of global warming gases. Agave can provide
an excellent fire break as well as agave nectar,
ethanol and biodegradable cordage.
Once a few initial ventures are underway, many
other small businesses could be sponsored within
the overall cooperative framework.
Ron Orenstein, a Willits City Council member,
described the “business incubator” venture at the
Railroad Center on E. Commercial Street. This
Center would offer physical space as well as support
services for new or expanding enterprises. “The
possibilities are nearly limitless,” says Orenstein.
For more information, contact: Ron Cole at
roncole4@sbcglobal.net or Ron Orenstein
[rono@saber.net] .
WELL is enthusiastic about and will continue to
look for ways to support such initiatives to spur
healthy economic growth, including local investing,
Mobile Bio-Char unit produced by
the subject of our Mar. 25 forum.
New England BioChar. Approx. $45,000.
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Willits Bypass Update

project, was asked to dedicate more local
transportation funds and approved another $2.1
After many years, ups and downs, and missed
million toward these increased costs at their March
deadlines, CalTrans did finally obtain a permit from
5th meeting.
the Army Corps of Engineers in late February for its
WELL and others have reasoned that less costly
and
environmentally damaging alternatives are
wetlands mitigation plan for the Freeway Bypass. The
approval of funds for the project is on the California
feasible – and should still be considered – before
Transportation Commission agenda Mar. 29 th.
construction of half of a freeway bypass. Many
believe the Corps of Engineers did not fulfill its
Approval of funds is only one of the remaining
hurdles. Previously issued permits from the Regional mandate for no net loss of wetlands.
Water Quality Control Board and the Department of
As Rosamond Crowder of the Willits
Environmental
Center wrote in a letter to The Willits
Fish and Game need to be rewritten based on the
now revised mitigation plan.
News, “There were many unanswered questions in
CalTrans is only proposing to build Phase I of the [the Mitigation Plan that came out in October 2011]
project – only two lanes of an eventual 4-lane
…. there is a new Mitigation Plan that was
freeway. Nonetheless, the costs have escalated,
delivered to the Corps in January. The public has
now estimated at over $200 million above the almost not been allowed to view that document, let alone
$100 million already spent. This includes funds for
weigh in on whether it satisfies the many
wetlands mitigation ($10 million per mile!) as well as questions…. What the Army Corps has done is
some upgrades to the portion of Main Street to be
issue a permit that invites litigation.”
relinquished (turned over) to the City of Willits.
For more information, contact Rosamond at
Mendocino County Council of Governments
dna@pacific.net.
(MCOG), which has already spent $31 million on this

Harris Quarry Expansion
Project Alert
This article contributed by Keep The Code
activists. WELL has not yet taken any position on the
Harris Quarry or the new zoning districts.
Imagine 86 oil and asphalt trucks per day using
the already very dangerous intersection at Highway
101 and Black Bart Road south of Willits.
Now imagine these trucks turning onto and off
Highway 101 in the dense fog this area receives, or
merging in the rainy, icy or snowy conditions that are
not uncommon here in the midst of regular Highway
traffic traveling at 65 miles per hour.
Add to that an increase in the current rock
extraction by almost triple current levels, with
equivalent increase in particulate pollution from
crushing tons of rock combined with the carcinogenic
pollution from an asphalt plant blowing to Ukiah,
Potter Valley, Redwood Valley or Willits, depending
on the winds that day.
Now perch this asphalt plant on over 40 feet of fill
on a mountaintop, and place it in earthquake
country at the top of two sensitive watersheds, near
homes, a school, a senior living park, and an
internationally known historical landmark, that brings
tourists and visitors from far and wide.

And, oops, the zoning is wrong, it's rangeland, not
industrial, so we'd better put an overlay on the County
Zoning Code so we can put toxic heavy industrial
mineral processing on rangelands in Mendocino
County.
Presenting: The Harris Quarry Expansion
Project — a proposed 300-ton per hour asphalt
manufacturing plant to be placed on rangeland
located at the top of Ridgewood Grade, just south of
Willits, CA.
Here's how it will affect YOU.
Approving this project involves not just the land
affected by the project, but the entire county
through sweeping zoning code changes specifically
allowing heavy industrial /
Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9 manufacturing uses on lands
designated in the County General Plan as "RLRangelands."
This includes 41% of the private property in
Mendocino County This type of zoning change
benefits special interests and big industry. Does it
benefit you?
It means that we could have permanent asphalt,
oil and gas refineries on our mountaintops, on our
hillsides and valleys. This happened in Santa
Barbara County decades ago, very quietly and
behind the scenes. The citizens didn't know it was
happening until it was too late.
Now you know. It is happening here. If we join
together now to tell the Board of Supervisors of our
objections to heavy industry on rangelands, we may
be able to protect our beautiful Mendocino
County now and for future generations.
The Zoning Code changes for this project go
before the Mendocino County Planning and Building
Commission on Thursday, March 15th at 1:30 p.m.
Find out how you can help: Visit our beautiful new
website: www.keepthecode.info and learn what
simple steps you can take to help keep Mendocino
County safe, healthy and spectacular!

Haehl Creek Trail on

March 14 Council Agenda
The Multi-Use Trail Coalition is asking for citizens to support the proposed Haehl Creek Trail
when it comes to the Willits City Council agenda
this Wednesday, March 14th, at 6pm.
The Haehl Creek properties were donated to
the City of Willits by the developer of the Haehl
Creek Subdivision and the Frank R Howard foundation for the purpose of this trail. There were two
“almosts” for grant funding in the past. Now there’s
another opportunity, with the Willits Rotarians generously offering to fundraise for the construction of
this trail — if the City Council approves it. (Some
concern has been raised about security and privacy
of Haehl Creek homeowners.)
If you want to make a BIG IMPACT towards hiking in our community, come out to support this trail,
or submit written comments to
mike.aplet@gmail.com, who will make copies for
the Council.
— Larry Stropes & Mike Aplet

WELL EMAIL: office@well95490.org Website: www.well95490.org Phone: (707) 459-7076

Willits Economic LocaLization
P.O. Box 42
Willits, CA 95490

